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GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS. 


To  the  Corporation  of  Evesham^  and  the 
Evesham^  E eckenham  and  Pershore 
Rural  District  Councils. 

My  Lord,  Ladies  and  Genteemen, 

As  you  have  decided  to  publish  my  Annual  Reports  for  1919,  upon  your 
Districts  as  a joint  pamphlet,  in  the  way  you  did  for  many  years  “ before  the 
“ War,"  I propose  before  discussing  local  sanitary  matters,  offering  some 
" General  Observations  " applicable  to  all  your  Districts  ; since  by  doing  so, 
repetition,  and  unnecessary  cost  in  printing,  will  be  avoided. 


In  January  last,  the  Ministry  of  Health  issued  a Special  Memorandum 
with  regard  to  the  " Annual  Reports  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  1919 
in  which  they  mentioned  numerous  subjects  they  wish  to  be  dealt  with. 
They  also  advised  Local  Authorities  to  distribute  the  Reports  as  widely^  as 
possible,  and  to  take  steps  through  the  Local  Press  and  otherwise,  to  bring 
their  contents  effectively  to  the  knowledge  of  the  people.  The  Ministry 
added  that  it  would  “ also  be  found  advantageous  for  Local  Authorities  to 
" establish  a regular  system  of  exchange  of  the  Annual  Reports  of  Medical 
" Officers  of  neighbouring  Authorities." 

This  recommendation  is  to  some  extent  carried  out  by  the  publication 
of  this  Joint  Report. 

In  the  part  of  the  Ministry's  Memorandum  with  regard  to  the  contents 
" and  arrangement  of  Annual  Reports  " it  is  stated,  that  the  size  and  scope 
" of  the  Reports  will  vary  with  the  character  of  the  district  : the  elaborate 
" details  of  a Report  for  a large  city  will  not  be  necessary  for  a Report  of  a 
" small  Urban  or  Rural  District." 

Although  this  Report  is  upon  one  " small  Urban  and  3 Rural  Districts, 

I propose  as  far  as  possible  to  follow  the  plan  outlined  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 


Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the  Districts. 

These  are  much  alike  throughout  your  Districts  ; Agriculture  and  Market 
Gardening  are  the  principal  industries.  Except  in  the  Feckenham  District 
where  needles  are  largely  manufactured,  there  are  few  " Factories.’  The 
Borough  of  Evesham  is  a centre  of  the  Market  Gardening  industry. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Details  of  the  Vital  Statistics  will  be  found  in  the  respective  Reports 
on  your  Districts  given  later  on  ; but  Table  I.  compares  the  death-rates,  and 
Table  II.  the  incidence  of  " Notifiable  Diseases  " of  each  of  your  Districts 
during  1919. 


TABIvB  I. 


District. 

Civilian 

Popu- 

Birth-rates. 

Death-rates. 

Infant 

Mortality  Rate 
per  1,000  Births 

lation. 

Average. 

Average 

Average 

1919. 

1899- 

1919. 

1899- 

1919. 

1899- 

1918. 

1918. 

1918. 

Evesham  Borough 

8,499 

14-8 

25-6 

10-5 

13-2 

46 

105 

Evesham  Rural  - 

9,159 

15-6 

24-6 

11-5 

13-0 

54 

70 

Feckeiiham  Rural 

5,059 

15-9 

20-2 

11'7 

13-8 

60 

94 

Pershore  Rural  - 

11,908 

15-5 

17-1 

13-3 

14-7 

57 

75 

England  & Wales 

33474700 

18-5 

25-2 

13-8 

15-3 

89 

121 

This  shows  that  all  the  birth-rates  for  1919  were  low.  The  lowest  occurred 
in  the  Borough  of  Bvesham,  and  those  of  the  3 Rural  Districts  were  much 
alike.  The  1919  birth-rates  are  below  the  average  for  the  twenty  years 
period  1899-1918.  This  decline  of  the  birth-rates  is  general  throughout 
Bngland  and  much  to  be  regretted. 

The  death-rate  for  1919  of  those  recorded  above  was  lowest  in  the  Borough 
of  Bvesham,  but  low  in  all  Districts. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  in  the  Borough  of  Evesham  for  1919  was  the 
lowest  of  the  4 Districts,  but  this  may  have  been  accidental  as  if  the  average 
for  the  twenty  years  period  1899-18  is  taken,  the  converse  is  the  case. 


TABLE  II. 

Infectious  {Notifiable)  Diseases. 


Diseases. 

Eves- 

ham. 

Borough 

Eves- 

ham. 

Rural. 

Fecken- 

ham. 

Rural. 

Pershore 

Rural. 

Scarlet  Fever  _ _ _ 

5 

7 

20 

130 

162 

Diphtheria  - - ~ - 

2 

1 

21 

17 

41 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  - 

24 

24 

7 

15 

70 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis- 

3 

3 

5 

11 

Malaria  _ _ - _ 

Influenzal  Pneumonia  and 

7 

9 

1 

5 

15 

Pneumonia  - - - 

10 

2 

10 

27 

Acute  Polio-Encephalitis  - 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Fever  - - - 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Dysentery  - - - - 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Erysipelas  - - - - 

6 

4 

1 

7 

18 

Measles  _ _ _ - 

10 

40 

8 

275 

333 

German  Measles  - - - 

7 

9 

1 

3 

20 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  - 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Typhoid  Fever  - - - 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Poliomyelitis  _ _ - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Septicaemia  - 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Totals  - 

78 

94 

66 

469 

707 

Table  II.  shows  that  vScarlet  Fever  was  epidemic  in  Pershore  District 
last  year,  and  that  the  two  Evesham  Districts  were  remarkably  free  from  the 
disease.  There  were  comparatively  few  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  any  District. 

Measles  was  also  epidemic  in  the  Pershore  District.  It  is  very  satisfactory 
to  find  that  in  the  4 Districts  collectively  there  was  only  one  case  of  Ophthal- 
mia Neonatorum  (Inflamation  of  the  Eyes  in  Infants),  and  one  of  Typhoid 
Fever  during  1919. 


Systematic  Sanitary  lyispection. 

During  the  past  year  or  two,  systematic  sanitary  inspection  of  your 
Districts  has  been  much  curtailed  : partly  because  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
of  the  Evesham  (Mr.,  now  Major  Holloway)  and  Feckenham  (Mr.  Watling) 
Rural  Districts  were  away  on  Military  Service  ; and  partly  because,  it  was 
impracticable  to  carry  out  any  sanitary  improvements  except  those  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  removal  of  conditions  which  were  grave  menaces  to  the 
public  health. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  in  their  Memorandum  say,  “ the  important 
" question  of  taking  special  steps,  now  that  the  War  is  over  (for  Focal  Author- 
“ ities)  to  inform  themselves  without  further  delay  as  to  the  general  condition 
“ of  the  health  of  the  population  of  their  area,”  is  of  paramount  importance. 
Consequently  now  that  your  Sanitary  Inspectorial  Staff  is  of  normal  strength, 
I wish  to  urge  most  emphatically  that  inspection  of  your  Districts  should  be 
carried  out  systematically  and  energetically,  and  that  each  of  your  Sanitary 
Inspectors  should  be  given  definite  instructions  to  that  effect. 

The  Slaughter-houses,  Bakeries,  Dairies  and  Cowsheds,  Factories  and 
M'orkshops,  Common  Lodging  Houses,  &c.,  should  all  receive  attention,  and 
the  results  of  these  inspections  be  reported  to  yon  at  your  monthly  meetings,  in 
order  that  you  may  give  definite  instructions  for  dealing  with  any  insanitary 
conditions  met  with. 


Housing. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  called  upon  all  Authorities  to  fill  up  and  send 
them  on  or  before  October  31st  last  a ” Form  of  Survey  of  Housing  Needs  ” 
in  their  Districts ; and  the  ‘‘  Surveys  ” were  sent  in  as  required.  These  "Forms” 
were  very  comprehensive,  and  the  time  allowed  for  their  compilation  was  so 
short,  that  it  was  impracticable  to  obtain  the  whole  of  the  information  asked 
for. 


(a)  Records.  It  will  no  doubt  be  within  your  recollection  that  in  pre-war 
days  your  Inspectors  had  compiled  large  numbers  of  " Housing  Records,” 
which  the  " Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  1910  ” obliged 
Focal  Authorities  to  have  made. 

These  " Records  ” give  many  details  of  the  Sanitary  conditions  of  the 
dwellings  in  your  Districts,  and  I recommend  that  they  should  now  be  brought 
up  to  date  and  completed  : in  order  that  it  may  be  definitely  ascertained 
exactly  what  is  the  sanitary  state  of  all  dwellings  under  your  supervision. 

In  connection  with  this,  owners  of  property  will  have  to  realize,  that  a 
higher  standard  of  habitable  cottage  must  be  adopted,  and  that  many  dwellings 
which  used  to  " pass  muster  ” will  have  to  be  condemned.  When  new  cottages 
therefore  are  available,  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  will  be  called  upon  to  advise 
closure  of  numerous  dwellings  which  in  the  pa.st,  it  has  been  impracticable 
to  condemn. 
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Until  November  last,  when  the  Ministry  of  Health  issued  a most  useful 
IManual  on  Unfit  Houses,"  there  was  no  general  standard  as  what  constituted 
a " House  unfit  for  habitation  ’’  ; but  this  " Manual  ’’  now  lays  down  certain 
Standards  of  fitness  ’’  for  the  guidance  of  Sanitary  Authorities  and  their 
Officials  ; and  after  careful  consideration  I am  satisfied  that  these  standards 
are  quite  practical  : although  as  the  Ministry  state  (Manual,  Part  H.,  p.  10) 
it  is  not  suggested  that  the  full  and  universal  enforcement  of  the  standard 
is  immediately  practicable  at  the  present  time.” 


The  general  standard  given  is,  that  ; — 

A fit  house  should  be — - 

(1)  free  from  serious  dampness  ; 

(2)  satisfactorily  lighted  and  ventilated  ; 

(3)  properly  drained  and  provided  with  sanitary  conveniences,  and 
with  a sink  and  suitable  arrangements  for  disposing  of  slop- 
water,  and 

(4)  in  good  general  repair. 

and  should  have— 

(5)  a satisfactory  water-supply  ; 

(61  adequate  washing  accommodation  ; 

(7)  adequate  facilities  for  preparing  and  cooking  food,  and 

(8)  a well  ventilated  store  for  food. 


The  Ministry  give  various  explanations  of  these  desiderata,  which  all 
persons  interested  in  housing  reforms  should  read. 


The  ” Manual  ” states  that  ” in  dealing  with  existing  houses,  while  the 
higher  standard  of  amenity  should  be  kept  in  view.  Local  Authorities  are 
” concerned  chiefly  with  the  question  of  fitness  for  habitation.  It  is  their 
” duty  to  see  that  every  working  class  house,  which  is  not  in  all  respects 

” reasonably  fit  for  habitation  shall,  if  possible,  be  rendered  fit 

” The  general  attainment  even  of  a satisfactory  standard  of  fitness  can  only 
be  gradual,  owing  to  the  large  number  of  dwellings  in  many  districts,  which 
" fall  below  it.  While  the  present  abnormal  conditions  last,  and  until  the 
present  serious  shortage  of  houses  is  remedied,  there  will  be  special  need  for 
" discretion  in  enforcing  the  standard  ; and  the  difficulties  of  owners  of  houses 
” must  not  be  overlooked.  Local  Authorities  should  not  however,  regard 
these  circumstances  as  other  than  a passing  phase.  They  must  strive  to 
remove,  as  quickly  as  possible,  the  present  obstacles,  particularly  the 
■“  shortage  of  houses,  to  the  enforcement  of  a proper  standard  of  housing, 
” so  that  in  a few  years  all  the  dwellings  in  their  districts  may  be  brought  up 
” to  a good  standard.” 


(b)  Housing  Schemes.  Many  ” Housing  Schemes  ” are  now  receiving 
your  consideration,  and  a short  account  of  what  is  being  done  in  each  district 
will  be  found  in  the  respective  Annual  Reports  now  submitted. 


The  following  Table  compares  the  extent  of  the  ” Housing  Schemes  ” 
contemplated  in  your  Districts,  as  returned  in  the  ” Surveys  ” sent  to  the 
Housing  Commissioner,  respectively  : — 


Total  No.  of 

Name  of  District. 

Area. 

Civilian 

Popu- 

lation. 

Houses 

needed. 

Houses 
proposed 
to  be 
built 
by  the 
Author- 
ity. 

Houses 
reported 
to  be 
unfit  for 
habit- 
ation. 

■ 

Houses 
in  which 
more 
than  one 
family 
reside. 

Evesham  Borough  - 
Evesham  Rural  Dis- 

2,265 

8,499 

200(a) 

175 

50 

71 

trict  - - 

28,088 

9,159 

214 

214 

69 

39 

Pershore  ,,  - 

53,728 

11,908 

220 

220 

40 

Un- 

known. 

Feckenham  ,,  ,,  - 

15,203 

5,059 

70 

14 

2 

58 

(a)  It  is  estimated  that  25  of  these  will  be  built  in  the  next  3 years  by  persons 

other  than  the  Local  Authority. 


This  shows  that  in  your  Districts  alone  you  estimate  that  no  less  than 
70  4 cottages  are  needed,  and  that  it  is  proposed  to  build  623. 

From  the  information  supplied  to  me  for  the  Annual  Reports,  it  would 
seem,  however,  that  except  in  the  Evesham  Rural  District  many  of  the 
“ houses  proposed  to  be  built  by  the  Authority  ” are  not  likely  to  be  erected 
for  some  time  to  come.  In  the  Evesham  Rural  District  all  the  Schemes  are 
so  far  advanced  that  there  is  little  doubt  that  those  which  are  not  already 
begun,  will  be  commenced  in  the  near  future. 

The  details  of  the  Housing  Schemes  submitted  in  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  Evesham  District  show,  that  the  Evesham  Rural  Council  have  utilized 
their  powers  under  the  Housing  Acts  to  a great  extent,  and  I know  of  no 
vSanitary  Authority — certainly  not  in  Worcestershire — who  has  either  built 
or  is  about  to  build  anything  approaching  the  number  of  cottages  the 
Evesham  Rural  Council  has  done  or  is  about  to  do. 

(c)  F inancial  State  Aid.  As  you  are  aware,  the  Ministry  of  Health  have 
undertaken  to  give  financial  help  in  providing  workmen’s  dwellings  ; and 
subject  to  the  conditions  prescribed  by  their  Regulations,  any  losses  upon  an 
approved  Scheme,  or  Schemes,  of  any  Local  Authority  which  exceed  the 
produce  of  a penny  rate,  will  be  defrayed  by  the  State,  if  the  Scheme  is  carried 
out  by  31st  July  1921,  or  such  extended  time  as  the  Ministry  of  Health  may 
in  exceptional  cases,  allow.  If  a Local  Authority  has  more  than  one  Scheme,, 
the  limit  of  the  local  burden  will  still  be  the  penny  rate. 

(d)  Rents.  In  view  of  the  present  high  cost  of  building,  it  is  not  anti- 
cipated that  it  will  be  possible  to  charge  an  economic  rent  (i.e.  one  which 
gives  a fair  return  on  capital  cost)  for  the  new  houses,  and  it  is  for  this  reason 
that  the  Government  is  giving  financial  assistance.  The  Ministry  in  their 
Circular  of  7th  August  1919  say  that  Local  Authorities  should  however  obtain 
as  high  rents  as  can  reasonably  be  charged  ; and  in  fixing  them,  should  take 
into  consideration  not  only  the  rents  which  are  being  paid  in  the  locality  for 
houses  of  a similar  class,  but  also  the  fact  that  they  are  providing  better 
houses  with  greater  amenities  than  is  usually  the  case. 
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In  spite  of  this,  I know  that  the  Regional  Housing  Commissioner  is 
asking  Evesham  Corporation  to  fix  much  higher  rents,  than  the  working 
classes  in  the  Borough  can  afford  to  pay.  By  the  end  of  seven  years  (when 
the  cost  of  building  is  expected  to  be  only  two-thirds  of  the  present  cost)  Bocal 
Authorities  should  obtain  rents  which  would  represent  an  economic  return 
on  houses  built  at  that  day.  Dr.  Addison  (Minister  of  Health)  however 
stated  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  19th  November  1919  that  he  could  give 
a definite  assurance  that  in  the  case  of  agricultural  districts  where  it  was 
impossible  to  obtain  an  economic  rent  in  respect  of  houses  built  by  a Rural 
District  Council  under  the  Town  Planning  Act  1919,  the  burden  which  shall 
fall  upon  the  Rural  District  should  in  no  circumstances  either  before  or  after 
1927  exceed  a penny  in  the  pound,  provided  that  economy  was  observed,  and 
that  the  houses  were  let  at  such  rents  as  could  reasonably  be  obtained. 

Grants  to  Private  Builders. 

Government  Grants  of  £130,  £140,  and  £160,  are  now  given  towards 
the  cost  of  building  small  houses.  The  Grants  differ  because  houses  may  be 
of  different  sizes,  and  apply  to  houses  with  living  room,  a parlour,  and  three 
or  four  bedrooms. 

Anyone  who  builds  a house  by  23rd  December  1920  may  obtain  the 
subsidy. 

To  obtain  the  subsidy,  the  persons  who  propose  to  build  (a)  must  get 
his  plans  approved  by  the  Local  Authority,  (b)  when  the  house  is  finished, 
the  builder  must  get  a certificate  from  the  Local  Authority  that  it  has  been 
completed  in  a proper  way,  and  he  must  send  certificates  of  approval,  and  of 
satisfactory  completion  to  the  Minister  of  Health,  who  will  pay  the  Grant. 

Some  Building  Associations  are  prepared  to  lend  up  to  three-quarters 
of  the  net  cost  of  building  houses.  When  the  house  is  finished,  there  is  no 
restriction  as  to  how  the  owner  may  dispose  of  it. 

Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  District. 

The  information  asked  for  by  the  Ministry  under  this  heading,  being 
local  questions,  need  not  be  dealt  with  under  these  “ General  Observations  ” ; 
but  will  be  given  in  the  District  Annual  Reports. 

Food. 

Milk  Supply.  Considerable  action  was  taken  under  the  Cowsheds  and 
Milkshops  Orders  in  pre-war  days  ; but  even  so,  the  state  of  many  Cowsheds 
is  not  at  all  what  it  ought  to  be  ; and  the  Annual  Reports  of  your  Sanitary 
Inspectors  show  that  the  ways  in  which  these  trades  are  conducted,  needs 
decided  improvement.  Revision  of  the  “ Registers  ” too,  I think  ought  to 
be  made. 

Larger  quantities  of  Milk  are  now  being  despatched  to  neighbouring 
towns  than  was  formerly  the  case  ; and  consequently  the  overlooking  of  the 
ways  in  which  these  local  industries  are  carried  on  is — if  possible — more 
important  now,  than  it  has  been  in  the  past. 

The  " Milk  and  Dairies  Act  1914  and  " Tuberculosis  Order  of  1913  ” 
(issued  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture)  undoubtedly  would  have  stimulated 
activity  with  regard  to  the  protection  of  Milk  supplies  : for  they  were  designed 
to  improve  the  supply  of  pure,  unadulterated  and  uncontaminated  Milk. 
Under  them,  more  stringent  regulations  would  have  been  applied  to  the  Milk 
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industries,  and  a more  systematic  and  detailed  inspection  set  on  foot.  The 
“ Act  " and  “ Order  ” gave  great  powers  for  prohibiting  the  sale  of  Tuberculous 
Milk,  and  authorised  lyocal  Authorities  to  make  regulations  with  regard  to 
a number  of  things  for  the  betterment  of  Milk  supplies. 

In  June  1915,  however,  in  consequence  of  the  War,  Parliament  passed 
an  “ Act  ” postponing  the  operation  of  the  Dairies  Act  and  Tuberculosis 
Order  " to  a date  not  later  than  one  year  after  the  termination  of  the  presen:;. 
''  War.” 

I anticipate  therefore  that  the  ” Milk  and  Dairies  Act  1914  ” and  the 
” Tuberculosis  Order  1913  ” will  again  come  into  operation  before  very  long. 

In  connection  with  this,  the  President  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  said 
in  the  House  of  Commons  on  16th  P'ebruary  last,  that  it  is  intended  before 
bringing  into  force  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Act  to  introduce  proposals  for  legisla- 
tion to  provide  for  the  licensing  of  Milk  producers  and  dealers,  for  the  definition 
and  grading  of  Milk,  and  to  empower  Local  Authorities  to  undertake  the 
supply  and  distribution  of  Milk  in  their  areas. 


Milk  {Mothers  and  Children)  Order  1918. 

No  action  on  your  part  is  necessary  under  this  Order,  as  the  County 
Council  (who  administer  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme  for  all 
parts  of  the  County  (except  in  Kidderminster  Borough))  began  to  supply 
Milk,  free,  or  at  part  cost,  to  ” necessitous,”  nursing  and  expectant  mothers, 
and  children  under  five,  in  August  1918. 

On  31st  December  1919,  337  ” necessitous  ” persons  were  being  supplied 
with  Milk,  either  free,  or  at  part  cost.  The  cost  to  the  County  Council  in 
carr>dng  out  this  Order  during  1919  was  about  £3,500  : half  of  which  is 
repaid  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Milk  and  Cream  Regulations  1912  and  1917. 

The  Ministry  specially  ask,  that  this  Report  should  contain  some  refer- 
ence to  these  Regulations. 

The  administration  of  these  ” Regulations  ” is  a duty  of  the  County 
Analyst,  and  I submit  some  information  as  to  the  work  carried  out  in  his 
Laboratory  during  1919,  under  the  ‘‘  Headings  of  Report  ” required  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  viz.  : — 


County  of  Worcester. 

Year  ended  31st  December  1919. 

Number  of  Samples 
examined  for 
the  purposes  of 
preservative. 

Milk  (taken  under  Food  and  Drugs 

Acts)  -----  269 

Informal  Samples  - - - - 40 


Number  in  which 
a preservative 
was  reported 
to  be  present. 


None. 

None. 


Other  Foods. 

In  November  last  the  Ministry  of  Health  sent  a Circular  to  Sanitary 
Authorities  asking  them,  in  view  of  recent  outbreaks  of  ” Foot  and  Mouth 
Disease  ” to  instruct  their  Officers  to  exercise  the  strictest  vigilance  in  the 
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supervision  of  Slaughter-houses,  and  places  where  meat  is  deposited,  prepared, 
or  exposed  for  sale,  and  of  imported  meats,  in  order  to  detect  meat  or  offal 
showing  signs  of  the  disease. 

A Iveaflet  describing  the  S5miptonis  of  " Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  ” 
accompanied  this  Circular.  Meat  inspection  to  a limited  extent  has  always 
been  carried  out  in  your  Districts,  but  not  so  systematically  as  it  ought  to 
have  been  ; and  it  is  desirable  that  all  Sanitary  Inspectors  called  upon  to  do 
this  work  should  hold  special  “ Certificates  ” with  regard  to  the  examination 
of  meat  oft'ered  for  sale  for  human  food.  At  present  none  of  your  Inspectors 
hold  this  qualification  ; but  I believe  they  are  all  taking  steps  to  obtain  them. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

The  County  Council  administer  these  Acts  ; and  the  County  Analyst 
issues  Annual  Reports  which  show  that  active  measiires  are  taken  to  prevent 
adulteration.  Copies  of  these  Reports  are  made  public,  and  sent  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

Fast  year  6,315  samples  collected  in  the  County  were  analysed,  either 
chemically  or  bacteriologically.  952  of  these  were  analyses  of  Food  and 
Drugs,  159  samples  were  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs,  and  400  of  Water. 
About  4,000  specimens  of  suspected  infectious  disease  cases  were  tested 
bacteriologically. 

Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 

Notifiable  Diseases.  As  so  many  diseases  are  now  compulsorily  “ notifi- 
able," and  the  number  is  frequently  being  added  to  by  " Orders  " of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  I submit  the  following  Table,  which  gives  a list  of  them, 
and  the  dates  when  each  fir,st  became  notifiable  ; — 


Name  of  Disease. 

Date  when  compulsory 
notification  came 
into  force. 

Smallpox  ______ 

_ — 

1st 

J an  u ary 

1900. 

Cholera  ______ 

_ — 

1st 

J anuarv 

1900. 

Scarlet  Fever  _____ 

_ _ 

1st 

J anuary 

1900. 

Diphtheria  ______ 

_ _ 

1st 

J anuary 

1900. 

Knteric  Fever  i ~ ~~  ~ ~~ 

— _ 

1st 

/ anuary 

1900. 

Typhus  Fever  _____ 

— - 

1st 

J anuary 

1900. 

Relapsing  Fever  _____ 

— _ 

1st 

J anuarv 

1900. 

Continued  Fever  _____ 

_ _ 

1st 

J anuarv 

1900. 

Puerperal  Fever  _____ 

_ _ 

1st 

J anuary 

1900. 

Erysipelas  ______ 

_ _ 

1st 

J anuary 

1900. 

Plague  — — — 

— — 

19  th 

Sept. 

1900. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  _ _ _ _ 

_ _ 

IvSt 

J anuary 

1912. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

_ _ 

6th 

August 

1912. 

Non- Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  — _ _ 

— — 

1st 

February 

1913. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  _ _ _ 

— _ 

1st 

April 

1914. 

Measles  and  German  Measles  _ _ _ 

Acute  Encephalitis  Dethargica  and  Acute 

Polio- 

1st 

J anuary 

1916. 

Encephalitis  _____ 

_ _ 

1st 

J anuarv 

1919. 

Malaria  _______ 

— __ 

1st 

March 

1919. 

Dysentery  ______ 

— _ 

1st 

March 

1919. 

French  Fever  _______ 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  and  Acute  Influenzal 

1st 

March 

1919. 

Pneumonia  _____ 

— — 

1st 

March 

1919. 
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This  shows  that  at  the  present  time  23  Diseases  are  compulsorily 
notifiable,”  and  that  7 of  them  (Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica,  Acute 
Polio-Encephalitis,  Malaria,  Dysentery,  Trench  Fever,  Acute  Primary  Pneu- 
monia and  Influenzal  Pneumonia)  have  been  scheduled  as  such,  since  J anuary 
1st  1919. 

The  duties  and  responsibilities  of  Medical  Officers  and  Sanitary  Inspectors 
in  connection  with  ‘‘  Notifiable  ” diseases  have  been  greatly  increased  in  the 
past  few  years,  and  entail  much  additional  work. 

The  local  incidence  of  these  diseases  will  be  found  in  the  District  Annual 
Reports. 

Fees  for  N otification  Certificates.  Under  the  Local  Government  (Emerg- 
ency Provisions)  Act  1916,  the  fee  of  a Medical  Practitioner  for  a notification 
of  a case  of  infectious  disease  was  reduced  from  2/6  to  1/-,  to  have  effect  only 
during  the  continuance  of  the  War.  On  20th  December  1919,  the  Ministry 
informed  the  Clerks  of  all  Local  Authorities  that  after  ” the  date  of  the 
” termination  of  the  War  as  fixed  by  Order  in  Council  ” (not  yet  fixed)  the 
fee  for  a notification  certificate  will  revert  to  2/6. 

Measles.  By  an  ” Order  ” of  the  Ministry  of  Health  (dated  28th  Nov. 
1919)  the  notification  of  Measles  is  not  now  compulsory  (although  the  Local 
Government  Board  made  it  so  on  1st  January  1916)  ; except  in  special  cases, 
where  the  Ministry  will  be  prepared  if  reason  be  shown,  to  consider  the  issue 
of  a local  Order  requiring  compulsory  notification.  Upon  my  recommendation 
Measles  was  made  ” notifiable  ” in  the  Borough  of  Evesham  in  1892,  but 
contrary  to  my  anticipations,  it  was  found  that  “ notification  ” did  not  assivst 
in  the  suppression  of  outbreaks  of  Measles,  and  consequently  the  ” Order  ” 
was  rescinded  in  1900,  with  the  approval  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
Under  these  circumstances  I did  not  expect  that  the  universal  notification 
(ordered  by  the  Board  in  1915)  would  be  effective.  The  withdrawal  of  this 
Notification  Order  still  leaves  Local  Authorities  free  to  organise  various 
forms  of  combating  the  spread  of  the  disease,  such  as  the  provision  of  Nurses 
and  Medical  attendance  during  epidemics. 

ETIOLOGY  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

The  etiology  of  the  diseases  “notifiable”  prior  to  1st  January  1916 
has  been  explained  in  former  Reports,  therefore  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat 
what  I then  said  : but  a few  explanatory  remarks  upon  some  of  those  made 
notifiable  since  January  1919  seem  advisable. 

Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica  and  Acute  Polio- Encephalitis. 

This  is  an  obscure  disease  which  occurred  in  epidemic  form  in  1918  in 
several  parts  of  England,  but  not  in  your  Districts. 

The  cases  presented  a group  of  unusual  cerebral  symptoms,  some  of 
which  are  said  to  resemble  those  of  a rare  disease  called  “ Botulism,”  which 
is  due  to  the  consumption  of  infected  food.  The  epidemics  above  referred  to, 
gave  rise  to  considerable  anxiety,  as  the  cause,  duration  and  fatality  of  the 
cases  were  serious  and  their  nature  was  obscure.  It  is  now  known  that  the 
disease  is  not  “ Botulism  ” for  which  it  was  at  first  mistaken,  and  that  its 
clinical  manifestations  appear  to  constitute  an  infectious  disease  unrecognised 
until  lately.  In  view  of  the  serious  nature  of  these  diseases,  and  the  difficulties 
attending  their  treatment  and  prevention,  it  is  highly  important  to  continue 
enquiry  into  all  -such  cases  in  the  hope  that  more  complete  knowledge  will 
open  up  avenues  for  effective  preventive  measures.  Already  a few  cases  of 
Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica  (outside  your  Districts)  have  necessitated 
investigation  on  my  part  as  County  Medical  Officer. 
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Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  and  Influenza. 

Pneumonia  (Inflammation  of  the  Lungs)  irrespective  of  Pneumonia 
complicating  Influenza  is  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  death  in  this  County. 
A-part  from  the  possibilities  of  diminishing  its  prevalence,  the  recent  epidemic 
of  Influenza  has  shown  the  grave  need  for  additional  assistance  in  the  nursing 
and  care  of  Pneumonia. 

Influenza  (except  where  of  a Pneumonic  type)  is  not  a notifiable  disease, 
but  in  view  of  the  possibility  of  further  outbreaks,  the  Ministry  issued  a special 
Circular  to  Sanitary  Authorities  on  20th  December  1919  as  to  the  measures 
which  should  be  taken  for  preventing  the  spread  of  infection  and  for  lessening 
the  mortality  from  the  disease. 

During  1919  Influenza  caused  27  deaths  in  your  Districts  collectively, 
viz.,  5 in  Dvesham  Borough,  6 in  Evesham  Rural  District,  4 in  Feckenham 
Rural  District,  and  12  in  Pershore  Rural  District  ; and  if  the  deaths  during 
the  year  attributed  to  Pneumonia  (so  many  of  which  were  caused  by  Influenza) 
are  added,  the  total  number  of  deaths  from  these  causes  amounted  to  39. 


Influenza  spreads  with  extreme  rapidity  and  all  arrangements  for  dealing 
with  outbreaks  of  this  disease  should  as  far  as  possible  be  made  before  any 
sign  of  an  epidemic  has  appeared  ; in  order  to  put  them  into  immediate 
operation  when  required.  It  is  especially  desirable  that  provision  should  be 
made  for  sufficient  Nurses  to  be  immediately  available  (if  practicable)  when 
their  services  are  required.  At  my  request  the  Rady  Superintendent  of  the 
C aunty  Nursing  Association  has  communicated  with  the  District  Nursing 
Associations,  asking  if  they  can  arrange  for  nursing  Influenza  cases  if  necessary 
on  behalf  of  Sanitary  Authorities,  and  has  told  those  Associations  that  I have 
a list  of  local  members  of  “ Red  Cross  Nurses  who  are  willing  to  assist. 
As  Nurses  are  now  so  difficult  to  get,  the  help  of  Red-Cross  Nurses  would  be 
most  helpful,  provided  the  latter  only  acted  as  Assistant  District  Nurses. 
I therefore  suggest  that  you  should  if  possible  at  once  arrange  terms  with 
the  Nursing  Associations  in  your  Districts  to  undertake  Influenza  nursing 
when  found  necessary. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  having  made  arrangements  to  supply  Anti- 
Influenza  Vaccine  for  prophylactic  purposes  without  charge,  I have  obtained 
stocks  of  this,  in  order  that  local  Medical  Practitioners  can  on  application 
to  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  promptly  obtain  it.  The  use  of  Anti-Influenza 
Vaccine  does  not  guarantee  to  ward  off  an  attack  of  the  disease,  but  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  much  can  be  done  by  the  use  of  such  Vaccines  to  lessen 
the  risk  of  the  attack  being  complicated  by  secondary  infections  and  con- 
sequent death. 

Young  adults  are  specially  affected  by  the  epidemic  ; and  the  largest 
proportion  of  deaths  in  your  Districts  occurred  in  persons  under  45  years 
of  age. 

In  January  last  a Leaflet  with  regard  to  the  “ Hints  and  Precautions 
as  to  Influenza  was  v^ery  widely  distributed  throughout  each  of  your  Districts, 
in  order  to  put  people  on  their  guard. 


Malaria,  Dysentery,  and  Trench  Fever. 

Last  year  a few  such  cases  came  under  notice  in  your  Districts.  “ Trench 
Fever  ” has  not  so  far  as  is  known  hitherto  spread  in  England,  but  it  is  a 
disease  which  is  spread  by  lice. 


All  the  cases  of  IVIalaria  in  your  Districts  last  year  occurred  in  persons 
who  contracted  their  illness  abroad,  and  consequently  did  not  necessitate 
any  special  precautions.  But  it  is  the  duty  of  a Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
if  a case  arises  in  his  District,  to  take  somewhat  elaborate  precautions  which 
have  been  outlined  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Smallpox. 

No  case  of  Smallpox  has  occurred  in  either  of  your  Districts  since  1903, 
when  3 cases  were  reported  in  Bvesham  Rural  District,  and  removed  to  the 
Evesham  and  Pershore  Joint  Smallpox  Hospital  at  Haselor.  As  however 
Smallpox  is  prevalent  in  various  parts  of  Europe,  Canada  and  America,  and 
has  just  appeared  in  Eondon,  there  is  constant  risk  of  Smallpox  breaking  out. 
Quite  recently  I was  advised  of  three  persons  in  the  Evesham  Rural  District 
who  landed  at  Liverpool  from  Lisbon,  where  Smallpox  is  prevalent. 

The  risk  of  outbreaks  of  Smallpox  in  this  Country  is  by  no  means  im- 
probable : for  more  than  half  the  children  born  in  England  at  the  present 
time  are  withheld  from  vaccination,  and  the  proportion  of  nnvaccinated 
children  of  each  year’s  births  is  steadily  increasing.  Nearly  40  per  cent,  of 
the  births  each  year  are  exempted  from  vaccination  by  the  Statutory  declar- 
ation of  objection  by  the  parents. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  following  are  the  numbers  of  cases  in  your  Districts  dealt  with  under 
the  County  Tuberculosis  Scheme  during  the  year  1919,  viz.  ; — 


No.  of  Patients  who  received  in  1919 


Districts. 

Sanatorium  Treatment. 

Dispensary  Treatment. 

IMales. 

Females. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Evesham  Borough  - 

12 

13 

25 

84 

105 

189 

Evesham  Rural  - 

7 

13 

20 

48 

69 

117 

Feckenham  Rural  - 

2 

9 

2 

(a) 

62 

(a) 

21 

(a) 

Pershore  Rural  - 

13 

5 

18 

83 

(a)  There  is  no  Dispensary  in  Feckenham  Rural  District. 


All  the  local  Medical  Officers  of  Health  send  me  every  week  a list  of  the 
Tuberculosis  Notifications  they  receive,  on  the  receipt  of  which,  I (as  County 
Medical  Officer)  forthwith  enquire  from  the  notifying  Practitioner  whether  he, 
or  the  patient,  has  any  objection  to  one  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officers  examining 
the  patient  ? If  no  objection  be  raised,  the  patient  is  advised  to  apply  for 
free  treatment  under  the  County  Scheme,  and  the  patient  is  either  asked  to 
attend  at  one  or  other  of  the  11  out-patient  Dispensaries,  or  is  visited  at  home  ; 
the  notifying  Practitioner  being  given  the  opportunity  of  meeting  the  Tuber- 
culosis Officer.  On  the  result  of  this  examination  a decision  as  to  the  requisite 
form  of  treatment  is  made. 

COUNTY  TUBERCULOSIS  SCHEME. 

Here  it  seems  desirable  to  say  a few  words  with  regard  to  the  County 
Tuberculosis  Scheme,  which  came  into  operation  in  August  1913,  and  is 


administered  by  me  : with  the  Chief  Tuberculosis  Officer  (Dr.  Gordon  Smith) 
as  Clinical  Adviser.  This  Scheme  provides  for  the  care  and  supervision 
of  all  cases  of  Tuberculosis  where  a patient  is  desirous  of  receiving  such  treat- 
ment. The  treatment  granted  may  be  described  under  the  following  headings  : 

(a)  Sanatoria. 

(b)  At  Dispensaries. 

(c)  Domiciliary. 

(d)  Use  of  Shelters. 

(e)  Hospitals. 

(f)  Visiting  by  Health  Visitors. 

(g)  Dental  Treatment. 

Space  does  not  allow  me  to  describe  what  is  being  done  under  each  of 
these  headings. 

(a)  Sanatoria.  This  is  without  doubt  the  chief,  and  among  the  patients, 
the  most  popular  form  of  “ Sanatorium  Benefit."  The  County  Council  have 
reserved  95  beds  (48  male  and  47  female)  for  Worcestershire  patients.  Kxcept 
in  cases  of  extreme  emergency,  patients  are  admitted  to  Sanatoria  in  strict 
rotation  ; but  discharged  Service  men  are  given  preferential  admission  by 
arrangement  with  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  main  objects  kept  in  view  in  sending  patients  to  Sanatoria  are  : 
(i)  to  arrest  the  disease  and  restore  working  capacity,  (ii)  to  remove  infection 
from  overcrowded  houses,  and  to  relieve  the  often  overworked  family  of 
nursing  a sick  relative,  and  (iii)  Bducational.  The  figures  given  in  the  Annual 
Report  of  Knightwick  Sanatorium  shew  that  large  numbers  of  early  cases 
are  discharged  apparently  cured,  and  are  able  to  continue  work  for  many 
years,  while  the  majority  are  greatly  improved  in  health.  It  is,  however, 
discouraging  for  patients  to  be  treated  at  a Sanatorium  and  then,  with  the 
disease  in  many  cases  arrested,  to  be  obliged  to  return  to  their  old  environment 
of  crowded,  ill- ventilated  homes  and  workshops.  As  I have  repeatedly  said, 
better  housing  and  workshop  accommodation  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
eradication  of  Tuberculosis.  Before  the  War,  by  arrangement  with  the 
County  Council,  you  appointed  the  County  Tuberculosis  Officers,  Assistant 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  (without  incurring  any  expense),  which  empowered 
those  Officers  to  visit  the  homes  of  the  patients  with  your  Sanitary  Inspectors, 
and  any  insanitary  conditions  met  with  were  reported  to  you.  It  is  very 
desirable  that  this  work  should  be  resumed,  and  the  “ Knvironmental  Reports  ” 
made  as  in  pre-war  days. 

Many  details  of  the  County  Tuberculosis  Scheme,  which  it  is  impracticable 
to  give  here,  will  be  found  in  my  County  Annual  Reports  and  in  those  of  the 
County  Tuberculosis  Officer. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified  during  1915-19,  and  the  death-rates  ; 
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and  apparently  the  mortality  in  these  Districts  is  falling. 


CERHBRO-SPINAL  meningitis  ("  Spotted  Fever.") 
No  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  in  yonr  Districts  in  1919. 


It  cannot  too  often  be  stated  that  this  disease  is  not  so  infectious  as  the 
pu1)lic  ordinarily  believe  : for  from  some  inexplicable  reason,  when  a case 
is  known  of,  people  occasionally  become  quite  unnecessarily  alarmed. 


VENEREAD  DISEASES. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  asks  for  some  information  as  to  these  diseases, 
so  it  ought  to  be  mentioned  (although  the  County  Council  is  the  Authority 
to  deal  with  Venereal  Diseases)  that  the  County  Scheme,  which  became 
operative  in  July  1917,  provides  for  the  free  treatment  of  all  persons  suffering 
from  ATnereal  Diseases  under  conditions  of  strict  secrecy. 


The  Treatment  Centres  are  at— 

Worcester  Infirmary. 
Kidderminster  Infirmary. 
Dudley  Guest  Hospital,  and 
Birmingham  General  Hospital. 


Numbers  of  lectures  have  been  delivered  and  vast  numbers  of  leaflets 
have  been  distributed  throughout  the  County  in  order  to  educate  persons 
with  regard  to  the  terrible  ravages  of  these  diseases,  and  I believe  that  the 
public  are  becoming  aware  of  the  dangers  of  these  disorders  ; diseases  which 
the  public  are  too  apt  to  think  affect  immoral  persons  only,  whereas  innocent 
Avomen  and  children  often  suffer  from  them. 


During  the  year  1919,  378  persons  were  treated  free  of  cost  to  themselves, 
and  under  strict  secrecy.  It  is  hoAvever  lamentable,  that  many  persons  aaFo 
present  themselves  for  treatment  cannot  be  induced  to  continue  the  treatuient 
until  they  are  completely  cured,  and  consequently  cease  to  attend  the  Treat- 
ment Centre  while  in  an  infectious  condition. 


I reported  the  latter  state  of  things  to  the  County  Council,  who  called 
the  attention  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  it,  and  expressed  the  hope  that 
steps  should  be  taken  to  find  a remedy. 


ANTITOXINS. 

As  you  may  recollect.  Diphtheria  Antitoxin,  Anti-tetanus  Serum,  Cerebro- 
Spinal  FeA^er  Serum,  and  Anti-Influenza  Vaccine  (all  of  Avhich  it  is  noAv 
recognised  are  important  remedies  for  those  diseases)  are  available  free  of 
cost  for  the  use  of  local  Medical  Practitioners,  and  are  stored  either  at  the 
Offices  of  the  District  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  at  the  Comity  Council  Offices. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

Bacteriological  examinations  of  all  specimens  sent  to  the  County  Bacter- 
iologist by  local  Medical  men  (in  order  to  assist  in  the  diagnosis  and  prevention 
of  infectious  diseases)  are  made  AAdthout  charge,  by  direction  of  the  County 
Council. 
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SCHOOL  INTIMATIONS. 

Whenever  a case  is  “ notified,”  information  of  the  occurrence  is  promptly 
sent  to  the  Head  Teachers  of  the  local  Schools,  who  invariably  co-operate 
in  all  efforts  for  suppressing  such  outbreaks. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

There  are  now  fairly  good  means  of  isolating  any  infectious  diseases 
arising  in  your  Districts,  at  the  Evesham,  Alcester  and  Pershore  Hospitals, 
or  the  Haselor  and  Alcester  Smallpox  Hospitals.  Until  last  year  no  provision 
was  made  for  the  Hospital  treatment  of  Diphtheria  patients  in  the  Pershore 
District,  but  this,  I am  glad  to  say,  is  now  available.  A Special  Medical 
Officer  is  appointed  for  each  of  these  Hospitals,  who  attends  patients  and 
advises  the  respective  Authorities  as  to  administrative  arrangements. 

Had  these  Hospitals  been  provided  by  powers  given  you  under  the 
Isolation  Hospital  Acts,  I should  (as  County  Medical  Officer)  have  been  called 
upon  to  inspect  them  ; but  as  all,  except  the  Haselor  Smallpox  Hospital, 
were  erected  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1875,  and  have 
their  own  IMedical  Superintendents,  I do  not  do  so. 

DISINFECTION. 

Formalin  spraying,  or  fumigation  with  the  same  disinfectant,  is  the 
method  of  house  disinfection  which  has  been  adopted  in  your  Districts  for 
several  years  ; and  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  supervise  this  work. 

There  has  been  a steam  disinfector  at  the  Evesham  Isolation  Hospital 
for  many  years,  and  infected  bedding,  clothes  &c.  are  sent  there  from  the 
Borough  of  Evesham  and  Evesham  Rural  District  for  disinfection. 

The  Alcester  Joint  Sanatorium  Committee  have  just  decided  to  purchase 
a ” Thresh  ” steam  disinfector,  so  infected  bedding  from  Feckenham  Rural 
District  can  now  be  sent  there  for  disinfection  : and  thus  a long  felt  want 
will  be  met. 

The  Pershore  Council  have  just  installed  a similar  apparatus  at  their 
Hospital  : the  purchase  money  of  which  was  £100,  and  the  building  in  which 
it  is  being  erected  will  cost  another  £100  at  least. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Administration  of  the  Midwives  Acts  and  the  Rules  of  the  Central  Mid* 
wives  Board  are  carried  out  under  my  supervision  (as  County  Medical  Officer) 
by  Assistant  Medical  Officers  appointed  by  the  County  Council  ; and  a copy 
of  the  last  Annual  Report  of  the  County  Midwives  Act  Committee  has  been 
sent  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 

The  general  arrangements  for  attending  to  the  health  of  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers  and  infants,  is  also  carried  out  under  my  supervision  by  the 
County  Council  Staff,  which  has  just  been  re-organised,  and  will,  I believe, 
materially  improve  the  County  “ Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme.” 

My  County  ” Digest  ” of  Annual  Reports  contain  very  full  accounts  of 
this  work,  and  as  copies  of  these  have  been  regularly  transmitted  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  as  well  as  to  your  Clerks,  I need  not  now  refer  to  them  ; 
except  to  mention  that  at  the  present  time  there  are  16  whole-time  Health 
\’isitors  and  41  District  Nurses,  who  advise  nursing  and  expectant  mothers 
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in  all  parts  of  the  County.  My  last  County  Annual  Report  had  reference 
to  the  year  1918,  and  there  were  then  approximately  14,374  infants  in  the 
County  under  3 years  of  age,  87  per  cent,  of  whom  (12,504)  came  under  the 
care  of  the  Worcestershire  Health  Visitors. 

There  are  also  16  “ Consultation  Centres,”  which  are  open  one  afternoon 
in  each  week,  when  the  Health  Visitors  in  charge  are  always  in  attendance, 
and  Doctors,  appointed  by  the  County  Council,  attend  regularly  to  give 
advice. 

For  any  further  information  upon  this  subject  I refer  you  to  my  County 
Annual  ” Digests.” 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  H.  FOSBROKB,  D.P.H.  Camb., 

County  Medical  Officer  and  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  Kvesham  Borough,  Evesham, 
Feckenham  and  Pershore  Rural  Districts. 

March  1920. 


^lo  the  Evesham  Corporation. 


Mr.  Mayor  axd  Genti^emex, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1919. 
Copies  will,  as  required,  be  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  Secretary  of 
vState  and  the  County  Council. 


As  several  questions  applicable  to  the  Borough  are  dealt  with  in  my 
prefatory  remarks  under  " General  Observations,”  I refer  you  to  them. 

STATISTICS. 

The  following  Tables  I.  and  II.  deal  with  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the 
Borough. 


Table  I.  records  the  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1919,  together  with 
certain  average  rates  for  periods  shown  under  the  respective  headings. 


TabeE  I. 

Estimated  Population  I for  Birth-rate  (a) 
for  1919  k for  Death-rate  (b) 


8,853 

8,499 


Number  of  Births. 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

74  57  131 


1919. 

14-8 


Birth-rates  per  1,000  of  Population. 
Averages  for  years 

1918-1914.  1913-1909.  1908-1904. 

19-1  24-5  28-6 


1903-1899. 

30-3 


Number  of  Deaths. 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

39  50  89 


1919. 

10-5 


Death-rates  per  1,000  of  Population. 
Averages  for  years 

1918-1914.  1913-1909.  1908-1904. 

13-5  12-0  12-6 


1903-1899. 

14-6 


1919. 

6 


Infant  Mortality. 

Number  of  Deaths  under  one  year. 
Average  number  for  vears. 


1918-1914. 

16 


1913-1909. 

21 


1908-1904. 

09 


1903-1899. 


27 


1919. 

46 


Rate  per  1,000  of  Births  registered. 

1918-1914.  191.3-1909.  1908-1904 

95  100  102 


1903-1899 

122 
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Illegitimates. 

1919.  1918. 

Number  of  Births  - - - - 5 4 

Number  of  Deaths  under  1 year  — _ _ \ 

% 

(a)  Refers  to  children  of  Civilians  and  Soldiers. 

(b)  Civilians  only. 


Tabi^e  II. 


Causes  of  Death. 

(Civilians  only). 

Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

Influenza 

3 

2 

5 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  _ _ _ 

3 

6 

9 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  - - 

4 

7 

11 

Meningitis 

1 

— 

1 

Organic  Heart  Disease  _ _ _ 

■ 2 

4 

6 

Bronchitis 

2 

2 

4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  - - - - 

1 

5 

6 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  - - - 

— 

2 

2 

Diarrhoea  &c.  (under  2 years) 

1 

— 

1 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease  — - 

— 

2 

2 

Parturition,  apart  from  Puerperal  Fever— 

— 

1 

1 

Congenital  Debility  &c.  _ _ _ 

2 

— 

2 

Violence,  apart  from  Suicide  - - 

2 

— 

Other  defined  Diseases  _ _ _ 

18 

18 

36 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  — — 

— 

1 

1 

Totals  - - 

39 

50 

89 

1917.  1916. 

4 3 


BIRTH-RATE. 

Table  I.  shows  that  the  Birth-rate  for  1919  (14-8)  is  extremely  low,  and 
much  below  the  average  rate  for  either  of  four  quinquennial  periods  1899  to 
1918.  This  Table  also  shows  the  very  regrettable  fact  that  the  Borough 
Birth-rates  have  for  some  years  past  gradually  declined. 

The  Birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1919  was  18-5. 

Five  of  the  131  Births  registered  last  year  were  “ illegitimates,”  but  it 
is  satisfactory  to  notice  that  none  of  these  children  died,  as  it  generally  happens 
that  the  mortality  of  illegitimate  babies  is  double  that  of  those  born  in  wedlock. 

DEATH-RATE. 

The  Death-rate  from  all  causes  for  1919  (10-5)  is,  I am  glad  to  say,  very 
low,  and  lower  than  any  of  the  average  rates  for  the  quinquennial  periods 
1899  to  1918. 

The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  4\'ales  (13-8)  was  also  ver}"  low. 

INFANTIEE  MORTALITY. 

Another  satisfactory  feature  of  the  above  Statistics  is  that  the  Infantile 
Mortality  for  1919  is  very  low  (46),  and  is  lower  than  any  of  the  ” averages  ” 
given  in  the  Table.  The  corresponding  mortality  for  England  and  Wales 
was  89. 
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The  nett  deaths  which  occurred  in  1919  from  stated  causes  at  various 
ages  under  one  year  of  age  were  as  under  : — 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under 

1 month. 

1-3 

months. 

3-6 

months. 

6-9 

months. 

9-12 

months. 

Total 

Deaths 

tinder 

1 year. 

I’reniature  Birth  - 

1 



— 

— 

— 

1 

Injury  during  Birth 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Convulsions  - - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Inanition  - - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Gastritis  - - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Total  - 

5 

— 

1 

— 

— 

6 

notifiable  DISEASEvS. 

Table  III.  shows  the  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  and  those  sent 
to  Hospital  during  1919  : — - 

Table  III. 


Diseases. 

No.  of 

Notified. 

Cases 

Sent  to 
Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Diphtheria  — — — — — — 

2 

2 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  _ _ _ _ _ 

5 

4 

— 

Malaria  ______ 

7 

— 

Pneumonia  _ _ _ _ _ 

19 

— 

6 

Puerperal  Fever  _ _ _ _ 

1 

1 

_ 

Dysentry  ______ 

O 

.J 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  --____ 

6 

— 

— 

Measles  ______ 

19 

— 

— 

German  Measles  _ _ _ _ _ 

7 

— 

— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  _ _ _ 

24 

9 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  _ _ _ 

3 

— 

— 

Totals  - 

78 

r" 

/ 

1 5 

The  outbreaks  of  “ Notifiable  " Disea  ses  were  verv  few,  and  need  .dicht 
comment. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

Table  IV.  shows  the  monthly  incidence  of  Diphtheria  in  1919  : — 

Table  IV. 


No.  of  Cases 

Removed 

in  each  month. 

Total. 

to  Hospital. 

Deaths. 

J anuary  2 

2 

2 

Nil. 
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SCARLET  FEVER. 

Table  V.  shows  the  monthly  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  : — 

Tabi,R  V. 


No.  of  Cases 

No.  removed 

in  each  month. 

Total. 

to  Hospital. 

Deaths. 

February  1 ] 

July  2 

5 

4 

Nil. 

October  2 1 

MEASLES. 

The  monthly  incidence  of  Measles  is  shown  in  Table  VI.  : — 

Tabre  VI. 


No.  of  Cases  in  each  month. 

Total. 

Deaths. 

April 

June 

July 

1 1 

10 

Nil. 

August 

1 

December 

4 ] 

Nine  (9)  of  these  were  reported  to  the  Health  A’isitor,  who  gave  advice 
as  to  the  precautions  which  were  necessary. 


GERMAN  MEASLES. 
The  7 cases  occurred  as  under  : — 

Tabbe  VII. 


No.  of  Cases  in  each  month. 

Total. 

Deaths. 

February 

March 

3 ( 

July 

1 ^ 

7 

— 

August 

December 

1 J 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


Twenty-seven  (27)  cases  of  Tuberculosis  (24  Pulmonary  and  3 Non- 
Pulmonary)  were  notified,  and  9 deaths  (Pulmonary)  were  registered. 


The  ages  of  the  Pulmonary  cases  were  as  under  ; — 

Between  5 and  10  years  - - 

10  „ 15  „ - - 

„ 15  „ 20  „ - - 

„ 20  „ 25  „ - - 

,,  25  ,,  35  ,,  - - 

,,  35  ,,  45  ,,  - - 

,,  45  ,,  55  ,,  - - 

In  one  case  the  age  was  not  stated. 


1 

0 
2 
4 

4 

5 

1 


These  cases  were  dealt  with  under  the  County  Scheme  (see  “ General 
“ Observations  ")  as  follows  ; — 

7 persons  received  Dispensary  and  Sanatorium  treatment. 

^ ..  ,,  Dispensary,  Sanatorium  and  Domiciliary  treat- 

ment. 

1 person  ,,  Dispensary  treatment. 

2 persons  ,,  Domiciliary  and  Sanatorium  treatment. 

Eleven  (11)  did  not  care  to  be  dealt  with  under  the  County  Scheme. 

The  Borough  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Death-rate  for  1919  (1-1)  is 

equal  to  the  County  rate  for  1918  (IT),  the  last  known  County  rate. 

On  looking  over  the  County  Statistics  for  the  years  1914-18  I find  that 
the  average  Pulmonary  Death-rate  for  that  period  (1-40)  was  the  highest  of 
any  District  in  the  County;  except  that  of  Newent  Rural  District  (1-82), 
which  only  contains  two  Worcestershire  Parishes  ; and  as  is  so  often  the  case 
with  the  Statistics  of  small  districts,  is  a rate  which  greatly  fluctuates. 


I felt  that  the  high  Tuberculosis  mortality  in  the  Borough  should  be 
thoroughly  investigated,  so  I prepared  a street  list  of  the  cases  notified,  and 
deaths  which  occurred  in  Evesham  during  the  years  1917-18  and  1919  ; and 
with  the  aid  of  the  County  Chief  Tuberculosis  Officer  (Dr.  Gordon  Smith) 
drafted  a Scheme  of  enquiry,  wEich  I instructed  one  of  the  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officers  (Dr.  Morgan)  to  carry  out.  Dr.  Morgan  visited  77  houses 
where  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  occurred,  and  has  submitted  a detailed  Report 
of  his  investigations. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  his  enquiry  ; — 

32-5%  of  the  77  houses  were  overcrowded  and  damp. 
Ek9%  ,,  77  ,,  ,,  overcrowded. 

6-5”o  ,,  77  ,,  ,,  damp. 


Ventilation  was  poor  in  51-9%  of  the  dwellings.  Ten  of  the  houses 
were  of  the  “ back  to  back  ” type  which  precluded  “ through  ventilation.” 


In  24  houses  there  were  only  2 bedrooms  : and  in  these  113  adults  and 
63  children  were  housed.  This  gives  an  average  of  nearly  4 persons  per 
bedroom,  and  the  sizes  of  the  latter  varied  from  400  to  800  cubic  feet. 


Overcrowding  and  dampness  are  well-known  factors  in  causing  low 
vitality  and  a predisposition  to  any  catarrhal  diseases. 


I'rom  Dr.  Morgan's  Report  it  seems  reasonable  to  assume  that  these 
conditions  are  largely  responsible  for  the  high  Tuberculosis  rate  in  Evesham. 


Poverty  is  probably  not  an  important  factor  in  this  locality,  as  wmges 
are  good  and  through  the  summer  months,  most  members  of  families  are  able 
to  earn  money  on  the  land. 

I think  you  will  agree  that  wEat  I have  said  emphasises  the  urgent 
necessity  of  vigorously  carrying  out  housing  reforms  in  the  Borough. 
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MAI,ARIA. 

This  disease  is  alluded  to  under  my  " General  Observations.” 

The  7 cases  of  Malaria  notified,  occurred  in  Soldiers  who  contracted  their 
illnesses  abroad. 


PUERPERAIv  FEVER. 

The  solitary  case  of  this  disease  occurred  at  the  Cottage  Hospital,  and 
was  notified  on  30th  October.  Being  under  the  supervision  of  a Doctor  from 
the  onset,  all  requisite  precautionary  measures  were  taken  : and  the  patient 
ultimately  recovered. 


INFEUENZA. 

There  were  5 deaths  from  Influenza  during  the  year,  1 of  which  occurred 
in  February,  2 in  March  and  2 in  April.  This  disease  necessitated  the  closure 
of  the  Merstowe  Green  and  Evesham  Council  Schools  in  February  and  March 
respectively. 

The  etiology  and  prevention  of  Influenza  are  referred  to  under  ” General 
Observations.” 


SCHOOES. 

The  following  Schools  were  closed  on  account  of  Influenza  : — 


Tabee 

VIII. 

Name  of  School. 

Closed  from 

To 

Cause. 

Merstowe  Green  - 

11th  February 

3rd  March 

Influenza. 

Evesham  C.  - - 

12th  March 

24th  March 

f f 

ISOEATION  HOSPITAE. 

Table  IX.  shows  the  number  of  patients  sent  into  the  Sanatorium  during 
1919,  by  the  constituent  Authorities  in  the  Evesham  Joint  Hospital  District. 

TABitE  IX. 


Diseases. 

Evesham 

Borough. 

o 

Evesham 

Rural 

District. 

Pebworth 

Rural 

District. 

Total. 

Cases. 

Deaths 

Cases. 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  - 

4 

— 

6 







10 

— 

Diphtheria  - - 

2 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

5 

— 

Typhoid  P'ever  - 

1 

■ 

- 

1 

Totals- 

6 

— 

8 

— 

2 
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Nil. 

Only  16  patients  were  treated  at  the  Evesham  Sanatorium  last  year  : and 
as  my  remarks  will  show  you,  the  outbreaks  of  these  diseases  last  year  were 
exceptionally  few. 


“O 

DISINFECTION. 

The  methods  adopted,  are  mentioned  in  the  paragraph  in  " Disinfection 
given  under  “ General  Observations.” 

SANITARY  WORK. 

Owing  to  the  recent  regrettable  death  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr- 
Harvey)  the  detailed  statement  of  the  Sanitary  work  carried  out  in  the 
Borough  last  year  (which  I submit  as  an  x'-Vppendix  to  this  Report)  was  com- 
piled by  the  Deputy  Inspector  (Mr.  Damen)  ; and  necessarily  does  not 
represent  the  whole  of  Mr.  Harvey's  Sanitary  work  during  the  year. 

On  the  4th  March  last,  however,  Mr.  Damen,  at  my  request,  made  me  a 
Special  Report  upon  the  Slaughter-houses  and  Bakehouses  in  the  Borough, 
and  he  writes  : ” They  are  all  in  a fair  condition  ; and  if  the  requirements 
” stated  in  the  Report  are  carried  out  (which  the  butchers  and  bakers  have 
promised  to  do),  I consider  they  will  all  be  in  good  order.” 

I have  told  Mr.  Damen  to  lay  this  Report  before  you,  and  to  ask  for  your 
instructions  upon  it. 


STAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

When  Mr.  Damen’s  Report  was  made,  each  of  the  four  Slaughter-houses 
required  lime-washing. 

At  your  request  I made  a Special  Report  upon  Mr.  Wheatley's  Slaughter- 
house in  August  last,  as  complaints  had  been  made  to  you  with  regard  to  its 
cleanliness,  and  the  removal  of  offal  ; and  I found  that  this  Slaughter-house 
was  ” in  a filthy  condition,  as  garbage  and  entrails  of  animals  had  not  been 
” removed  as  they  ought  to  be.”  About  a year  before  this,  I had  previously 
cautioned  Mr.  Wheatley  as  to  the  state  of  his  Slaughter-house. 

Immediately  after  my  visit  in  August,  tins  for  the  removal  of  the  refuse 
were  provided,  and  this  trade  has  since  then  been  carried  out  in  better  fashion. 
Mr.  Damen  now  says  Wheatley  is  “ having  some  alterations  made  to  his 
‘‘  premises,  and  when  finished  (he)  thinks  it  will  be  quite  satisfactory.” 

The  four  Slaughter-houses  in  the  Borough  are,  as  you  know,  situated 
in  populous  parts  of  the  Town,  and  it  is  imperative  that  your  Byelaws  should 
be  most  strictly  enforced  by  your  Inspector. 

B'or  many  years  past,  I have  been  an  advocate  of  public  abattoirs  for 
Urban  Districts  (the  Borough  included)  : but  as  all  these  four  Slaughter-houses 
are  ” registered  ” not  ” licensed  ” it  would  be  impossible  to  compel  the  butchers 
to  use  an  abattoir,  even  if  erected,  until  the  Public  Health  Acts  are  amended 
in  this  respect.  This  is  an  additional  reason  for  strict  enforcement  of  the 
Byelaws. 

The  question  of  Meat  Inspection  is  dealt  with  in  my  “ General  Observa- 
tions.” 


BAKEHOUvSES. 

Of  the  14  Bakehouses  in  the  Borough,  11  required  lime-washing  when 
Mr.  Damen  reported  : and  3 only  w^ere  said  to  be  ” in  good  order.”  System- 
atic inspection  of  the  Bakehouses  is  a matter  your  new  Inspector  should  give 
attention  to. 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  4 Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Borough  upon  which  your 
Deputy  Inspector  (Mr.  Damen)  has,  at  my  request,  recently  made  a Special 
Report,  which  shows  that  each  of  them  should  be  improved.  I have  asked 
Mr.  Damen  to  lay  this  Report  before  you. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  periodical  analyses  of  the  Borough  water-supply  show  that  it  has 
maintained  its  usual  excellent  quality  during  the  year,  and  is  sati.sfactory 
in  all  ways. 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

These  have  been,  and  are  I believe  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

HOUSING. 

The  remark  I made  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1914  that  “ the  main 
" sanitary  work  to  be  taken  in  hand — in  fact  now  being  dealt  with — is  improve- 
ment of  the  Housing  accommodation  " is  equally  true  to-day. 

As  you  are  aware,  some  time  back  the  Corporation  purchased  a site  of 
over  8 acres  for  the  erection  of  52  cottages,  and  the  Local  Government  Board 
approved  the  Scheme,  but  the  War  stopped  all  building  operations.  Fifty-two 
(52)  houses  are  now  in  course  of  construction,  and  at  the  time  of  writing 
(February  28th  1920)  10  houses  will  shortly  be  occupied  and  the  remaining 
42  are  being  proceeded  with. 

In  October  last,  a comprehensive  " Form  of  Survey  of  Housing  Needs  ” 
had  to  be  expeditiously  prepared  and  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  after  you 
approved  it.  As  I was  associated  with  your  Sanitary  Inspector  with  the 
preparation  of  this  “ Survey  ” I wish  to  quote  a few  facts  which  it  mentioned, 
viz.  : — 


Existing  House  Accommodation. 

No.  of  working  class  dwellings  _____  1,335 

Average  number  of  working  class  dwellings  built  annually 

during  the  5 years  before  the  War  _ _ _ _ 26 

No.  of  houses  with  more  than  2 occupants  per  room  - - 263 

No.  of  houses  intended  for  one  family  which  are  now  occupied 

by  2' or  more  families  ______  71 


Estimate  of  Housing  Needs. 

Working  class  houses  required  during  next  three  years  to — 

(a)  Meet  the  unsatisfied  demand  for  houses  - - - 100 

(b)  Replace  houses  unfit  for  habitation  _ _ _ _ 50 

(c)  Replace  other  houses  which,  although  they  cannot  at 

present  be  regarded  as  unfit  for  human  habitation,  fall 
definitely  below  a reasonable  standard  _ _ _ 50 

200 

Insanitary  Houses. 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  which  cannot  be  made  fit  for  human 

habitation  ________  59 

No.  of  houses  seriously  defective  which  can  be  made  habit- 
able 50 


^5 


A Map  showing  where  these  houses  are,  and  a list  of  them,  was  sent  to 
the  Ministry  and  copies  retained  by  the  Borough  Surveyor. 

Scheme  for  the  provision  of  new  Houses. 

Approximate  number  of  new  houses  to  be  provided  with 

(a)  Parlour,  living-room,  scullery  and  3 bedrooms  - 52 

Further  Schemes  to  make  up  the  required  number  of  houses 

have  not  yet  fully  matured  — — — — — 123 
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The  Scheme  for  these  52  houses  will  probably  be  completed  by  September 
next. 

Time  for  further  Schemes  cannot  be  given  at  present,  “ but  these  are 
being  taken  in  hand.’'  There  is  further  land  belonging  to  the  Council 
adjoining  the  site  of  the  52  houses  now  being  erected. 

The  above  facts,  and  what  I have  already  said  with  regard  to  the  incidence 
of  Tuberculosis  in  the  Borough  show,  the  vast  amount  of  Housing  work  which 
is  required. 

I append  your  Deputy  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual  Report. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  H.  FOSBROKB,  D.P.H.  Camb., 

County  Medical  Officer  and  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  Borough  of  Fvesham. 

County  Public  Health  Offices, 

29  Foregate  Street, 

Worcester. 

March  1920. 


BOROUGH  OF  EVESHAM. 

INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  OF  THE  Sx^NITARY  WORK  COMPEETED  IN 
THE  YEAR  ENDING  31ST  DECEMBER  1919. 


Infectious  Disease 

No.  of  houses  disinfected  after  notifiable  disease 
Dots  of  bedding,  clothing,  &c.,  disinfected  or 
destroyed  - 

Compensation  paid  for  destruction  — - 

Cases  of  illegal  exposure  reported  (P.H.  Act  1875, 
Sec.  26) 

17 

12 

Nil 

> > 

Houses. 

(Housing,  Town 
Planning  &c. 

Act  1909). 

No.  of  houses  erected  _ _ _ - - 

No.  of  houses  inspected—  _ _ _ — 

No.  represented  as  unfit  for  habitation  — - 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  made  by  the  Local  Author- 
ity ------- 

No.  of  Clo.sing  Orders  that  became  operative  - 
No.  of  houses  with  defects  remedied  without 
Closing  Orders  _ _ - - - 

No.  of  houses  with  defects  remedied  after  Closing 
Orders  ------- 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  determined  - - - 

No.  of  houses  demolished  _ _ — — 

No.  of  Orders  to  execute  works  under  Sec.  15  - 
No.  of  Orders  to  execute  work  under  Section  15 

complied  with  - _ _ - - 

No.  of  yards  paved  or  repaved  - - - 

No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated  - - 

2 

Nil 

) f 

y ) 

y y 

30 

Nil 

y y 

1 

Nil 

y y 

2 

1 

Moveable 

No.  observed  ——  — — — — 

20 

Dwellings, 

No.  dealt  with,  as  insanitary  - - - - 

Nil 

Caravans,  &c. 

House-drains. 

No.  laid  or  relaid  ------ 

2 

No.  trapped,  ventilated  and  repaired  - - 

2 

No.  of  obstructed  drains  dealt  with  - - 

37 

No.  of  house-drains  tested  - - _ - 

4 

No.  of  insanitarv  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals 

rectified-  ------ 

0 

No.  of  urinals  on  licensed  premises  inspected  - 

2 

No.  of  dumb  wells  rectified  - - _ - 

Nil 

Water  Closets. 

No.  of  additional  W.C.’s  provided  - - - 

6 

No.  repaired,  ventilated  and  supplied  with  water 

130 

Privies  and 

No.  of  additional  privies  and  ashpits  provided  - 

Nil 

Ashpits. 

No.  of  pail  closets  and  privies  converted  to  W.C’s 

No.  converted  to  pail-closets  — — — - 

; y 

No.  repaired  ----__ 

y y 

Scavenging. 

No.  of  houses  from  which  refuse  was  removed  - 

1,945 

No.  of  privies  and  ashpits  cleansed  — — - 

Nil 

No.  of  portable  receptacles  cleansed  - 

180 

No.  of  loads  of  ashes  and  excrement  removed  - 

2,299 

How  often  is  house  refuse  removed  - 

W eekly 

Smoke  Nuisances 

No.  under  observation  - - — - - 

Nil 

No.  abated  — — — — — — — 

1 

- / 


Ortensive  Trades 

7\o.  under  observation  - — — — - 

Nil 

(Sec.  112  P.H.A. 

No.  improperly  conducted  _ _ _ - 

» ; 

1875,  Sec.  51 

P.H.A.A.A. 

1907). 

No.  newly  established,  with  consent  of  Council- 

i f 

Water  Supply. 

No.  of  wells  sunk 

Nil 

No.  of  wells  cleansed  and  repaired  - - - 

No.  of  wells  closed  as  polluted  _ _ _ 

No.  of  disused  wells  abolished  _ _ _ 

> 1 

f } 

No.  of  houses  supplied  from  waterworks  during 

vear  _______ 

j f 

No.  of  samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis  - 

No.  of  houses  with  contaminated  or  deficient 

12 

water-supplies  dealt  with  _ _ _ 

Nil 

No.  of  houses  erected  or  rebuilt,  for  which  water 

certificates  were  given  _ _ _ — 

2 

Slaughter  Houses. 

No.  registered  ______ 

4 

No.  licensed-  ______ 

Nil 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired  _ _ _ _ 

4 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  - - 

Cases  of  slaughtering  on  unlicensed  premises 

Quarterly 

reported  ______ 

Nil 

Are  Byelaws  in  force  thoroughly  carried  out  - 

Yes 

Factories  and 

No.  under  inspection  _ _ _ _ _ 

144 

Workshops. 

No.  certified  for  limewashing  by  Inspector  - 

No.  of  insanitary  conditions  dealt  with  as  nuis- 

Nil 

ances  _______ 

3 

No.  employing  “ young  persons,”  &c.,  reported 

to  Medical  Officer  of  Health  — — - 

Nil. 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  - - 

Half-yearly 

No.  of  outworkers’  premises  inspected  - - 

Nil 

Shop  Hours’  Act. 

No.  of  shops  under  supervision  _ _ _ 

159 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Act  dealt  with  — - 

Nil 

Purveyors  of  Milk. 

No.  of-  - - - - - - - 

8 

Dairies. 

No.  registered  ______ 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts,  Orders  and  Bye- 

3 

laws  dealt  with  _ _ _ _ _ 

Nil 

At  w^hat  intervals  is  each  inspected  - 

Half-yearly 

No.  of  infected  milk  supplies  dealt  with  - 

Nil 

Approximate  No.  of  milking  cows  in  District  - 

20 

Cowsheds. 

No.  registered  ______ 

No.  of  infected  milk  supplies  reported  - - 

3 

Nil 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  - - 

Half-yearly 

Canal  Boats. 

No.  of  boats  on  register  _ _ _ _ 

No,  of  boats  registered  during  year  — - 

No.  of  certificates  renewed  _ _ _ _ 

Nil 

f f 

) * 

No.  of  boats  inspected  (for. registration  or  other- 

wise)  _______ 

f > 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts  and  Regulations 



dealt  with  ______ 

} » 
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Dodging  Houses. 

No.  on  Register 

No.  regularly  inspected  - - - - _ 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired  - _ - _ 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  - - 

0 

3 

1 

Quarterly 

Food. 

No.  of  seizmres  as  unfit  for  consumption  - - 

Nil 

Amount  destroyed  as  unfit  for  consumption  - 

10 

Amount  voluntarily  surrendered  as  unfit  for 
consumption  ------ 

10 

Food  and  Drugs’ 

No.  of  samples  taken  for  analysis  — — - 

Nil 

Act. 

No.  of  samples  certified  genuine  _ — _ 

i ) 

No.  of  samples  certified  adulterated  - - 

f y 

Animals  kept  so  as 

No.  of  cases  of  removal  on  notice  - - - 

1 

to  be  a Nuisance 

Acciimnlation  of 

No.  of  removals  — — — — — — 

4 

Offensive  Refuse 

Degal 

No.  of  convictions  obtained  with  regard  to  in- 

Proceedings. 

sanitary  conditions  _ _ _ _ 

Nil 

No.  of  convictions  obtained  with  regard  to  un- 
sound food  ------ 

y y 

Clerical  Work. 

No.  of  preliminary  notices  served  — — - 

161 

No.  of  Statutory  notices  served  _ — _ 

35 

No.  of  Statutory  and  other  notices  complied 
with  _ — _ — — — - 

181 

No.  of  Statutory  notices  outstanding  - - 

15 

Housing. 

The  roofs  are  complete  on  4 of  the  new  Council  houses. 

Timber  roof  ready  for  tiles  on  4 more. 

The  walls  are  7 ft.  high  on  4 more. 

(Signed)  J.  N.  DAMBN, 

Acting  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Date  January  1924. 


To  the  Evesham  Ru7'al  District  CotmciL 


Mr.  Chair]man  and  Gentdemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  niy  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1919. 
Copies  will,  as  required,  be  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  County  Council. 

As  several  questions  applicable  to  this  District  are  dealt  with  in  my 
prefatory  remarks  under  “ General  Observations  ” I refer  you  to  them. 


STATISTICS. 

The  following  Tables  I.  and  II.  deal  with  the  Vital  Statistics  of  this 
District. 

Table  I.  records  the  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1919,  together  with 
certain  average  rates  for  periods  shown  under  the  respective  headings. 


Tabee  I. 

Estimated  Population  for  Birth-rate  (a)  - - - 

for  1919  for  Death-rate  (b)  - - - 

Number  of  Births. 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

71  78  149 


9,541 

9,159 


1919. 

15-6 


Birth-rates  per  1,000  of  Population. 
Averages  for  years 

1918-1914.  1913-1909.  1908-1904. 

18-9  23-9  26-6 


1903-1899. 

29-0 


Males. 

54 


Number  of  Deaths. 

Females. 

51 


Total. 

105 


1919. 

11-5 


1919. 

8 


1919. 

54 


Death-rates  per  1,000  of  Population. 

Averages  for  years 

1918-1914.  1913-1909.  1908-1904.  1903-1899. 

12-4  12-2  13-7  13-6 


Infant  SI ortality . 

Number  of  Deaths  under  one  year. 

Average  number  for  years 

1918-1914.  1913-1909.  1908-1904.  1903-1899. 

10  17  12  18 


Rate  per  1,000  of  Births  registered. 

1918-1914.  1913-1909.  1908-1904.  1903-1899. 

59  82  58  81 


Illegitimates. 

1919.  1918. 

Number  of  Births  - - _ 7 4 

Number  of  Deaths  under  1 year  1 — 

(a)  Refers  to  children  of  Civilians  and  Soldiers. 

(b)  Civilians  only. 


1917. 

6 


1916. 

6 


TabIvE  II. 


Causes  of  Death. 

(Civilians  only). 

Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

Influenza  — — — — 

4 

9 

6 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  - - _ 

7 

4 

11 

Cancer,  Malignant  disease  - _ _ 

3 

4 

7 

Organic  Heart  Disease  - - - 

9 

11 

20 

Bronchitis 

6 

4 

10 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  - - - _ 

2 

2 

Other  Re.spiratory  Diseases  - - - 

1 

1 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  - - _ 

1 

__ 

1 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease  - - 

3 

3 

Puerperal  Fever  — — _ _ 

1 

1 

Congenital  Debility,  &c.  - _ 

2 

2 

4 

Violence,  apart  from  Suicide  - _ 

3 

9 

5 

Other  defined  diseases  - — — _ 

13 

20 

33 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  - - 

1 

1 

Totals  - 

54 

51 

105 

BIRTH-RATE. 

Table  I.  shows  that  the  Birth-rate  for  1919  (15-6)  is  low  and  below  the 
averages  of  the  quinquennial  years  1899-1918.  The  Birth-rate  for  England 
and  Wales  for  1919  was  18-5. 

Seven  (7)  of  the  149  births  were  illegitimate  and  14  per  cent,  of  the 
illegitimate  infants  died  before  they  reached  one  year  of  age  : as  compared 

\\ith  5 per  cent,  of  the  babies  born  in  wedlock  who  succumbed  before  thev 
reached  that  age. 


DEATH-RATE. 

The  Death-rate  for  1919  (11-5)  is  low  and  you  will  notice  (Table  I.)  below 
each  of  the  averages  during  the  quinquennial  years  1899-1918. 

The  corresponding  Death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  (13-8)  was  also 
very  low. 


INFANTIEE  MORTAEITY. 

The  satisfactory  feature  in  Table  I.  is  that  the  Infantile  Mortality lonlv 

amounted  to  d4,  as  compared  with  the  corresponding  rate  for  England  and 
\v  ales  of  89.  * 


Table  III. 


Nett  deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under 

one  year  of  age. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under 

1 month. 

1-3  3-6 

months,  months. 

6-9 

months. 

9-12 

months. 

‘ TotaT  ^ 
Deaths 
under 

1 year. 

Malnutrition  - - 

1 



_ 

1 

Premature  Birth  - 

1 





_ 

1 

Inanition  - - 

1 

1 

— 



9 

Cvanosis  - - 

1 

— — 



_ 

1 

Encephalitis  — - 

— 

_ ! _ 

— 

1 

1 

Bronchitis  - - 

1 

— 

1 

Other  causes  - - 

1 

— — 

— 

— 

1 

Totals  - 

5 

1 1 

— 

1 

8 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

The  outbreaks  of  Notifiable  Diseases,  except  Measles,  were  few. 

Table  I^".  shows  the  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  and  those  sent 
to  Hospital  during  1919  ; — 

Table  IV. 


No.  of  Cases 


Diseases. 

Notified. 

Sent  to 
Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever  — — 





7 

6 

Diphtheria  - ~ — 

— — 

— 

1 

1 

_ 

Acute  Polio-Encephalitis 

_ _ 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Puerperal  F'ever  - 

— — 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Pneumonia  - - 

_ _ 

5 

1 

0 

Erysipelas  - - - 

— — 

— 

4 



_ 

Malaria  - _ _ 

— — 

— 

2 

INIeasles  _ _ _ 

— — 

— 

40 

_ 

German  Measles  — — 

_ _ 

— 

9 

_ 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

— — 

- 

24 

— 

11 

Totals 

94 

8 

15 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

Table  V.  shows  the  monthly  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  : 

Table  V. 


No.  of  Cases 

Locality. 

in  each  month. 

Total. 

Deaths. 

Atch  Lench  — — 

November  1 

1 

Broadway  — — — 

December  6 

6 

— 

Totals  - 

November  1 ; December  6 

7 

Nil 

Six  (6)  of  these  cases  were  removed  to  the  Sanatorium. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

One  case  of  Diphtheria  was  reported  from  Hampton  in  October  and  the 
patient  was  removed  to  the  Isolation  Plospital. 

ACUTE  POLIO-ENCEPHAIJTIS. 

This  case  was  notified  at  South  Littleton  on  26th  March,  and  the  patient 
(a  baby  of  11  months)  died  after  3 days  illness. 

MALARIA. 

One  case  of  Malaria  was  reported  in  July  and  1 in  December.  Both 
patients  contracted  their  illness  abroad. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

This  case  occurred  at  South  Littleton  in  November,  and  the  patient  was 
attended  by  a Midwife  who  I suspended  for  a period.  Enquiries  convinced 
me  that  this  Midwife  was  in  no  way  to  blame. 


MEASLES. 

The  40  cases  of  this  disease  occurred  in  the  following  localities  : — 

TABI.E  VI. 


Locality. 

No.  of  Cases  in  each 
month. 

1 

Total. 

No. 

reported  to 
Health 
Visitor. 

Harvington  - - 

March  4 ; June  4 

8 

8 

Badsey  _ - _ 

May  1 

1 

1 

Church  Honeybourne  - 

June  2 ; July  7 ; Aug.  8 

17 

17 

Atch  Lench  — — 

August  4 

4 

4 

Norton  _ _ _ 

October  1 

1 

1 

Bretforton  - - - 

November  8 ; December  1 

9 

9 

Totals  — 

March  4 ; May  1 ; J une  6 ; 
July  7 ; Aug.  12  ; Oct. 
1 ; Nov.  8 ; Dec.  1 

40 

40 

Although  there  were  40  cases  of  Measles  notified,  there  was  no  death 
from  this  disease. 


GERMAN  MEASLES. 

Nine  (9)  cases  of  German  Measles  occurred  at  Harvington — 3 in  April, 
3 in  May,  and  3 in  June. 

INFLUENZA. 

There  were  6 deaths  from  Influenza  and  12  from  Acute  Lung  affections 
(Pneumonia  2,  Bronchitis  10). 

The  6 deatns  occurred  as  follows  : 1 at  Badsey  in  December  (1918), 
1 at  Offenham  in  February,  2 at  Broadway  in  March,  1 at  North  Littleton 
in  March,  and  1 at  Sedgeberrow  in  March  1919. 
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In  consequence  of  this  disease  it  was  necessary  to  close  the  Rous  Lench 
School  from  5th  February  until  10th  March. 

SCHOOR  CLOSURES. 

The  following  Schools  were  closed  on  account  of  outbreaks  of  Infectious 
Disease  ; — 


Table  VII. 


School. 

Closed  from 

Until 

Cause. 

Rous  Lench  - 

5th  February 

10th  March 

Influenza. 

Broadway  Council 

8th  December 

After  Christmas 

Scarlet  Fever. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

As  you  well  know  the  “ Evesham  Sanatorium  ” is  a Joint  Isolation 
Hospital  for  the  Borough  of  Evesham  and  the  Evesham  and  Pebworth  Rural 
Districts.  If  you  will  refer  to  Table  IX.  in  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Borough 
you  will  see  that  it  was  only  necessary  to  send  8 patients  there  from  your 
District  last  year. 


DISINFECTION. 

The  methods  of  disinfection  carried  out  in  your  District  are  described 
in  the  paragraph  on  “ Disinfection  ” given  under  “ General  Observations." 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

Your  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  Atkinson)  has  made  a very  lengthy  Annual 
Report,  which  is  published  as  an  Appendix  to  this  one  ; and  as  it  gives  a full 
account  of  the  Sanitary  work  carried  out  in  your  District  last  year,  I need 
add  very  little  to  what  he  says.  During  the  year  he  has  had  to  devote  a great 
deal  of  time  to  the  preparation  of  Housing  Schemes  ; and  I feel  sure  you  will 
agree,  that  he  has  shown  great  ability  in  doing  so.  His  designs  have  been 
most  carefully  thought  out,  and  extremely  well  executed.  In  order  that  the 
Sanitary  welfare  of  the  District  need  not  be  neglected  while  Mr.  Atkinson 
was  engaged  upon  this  work,  you  retained  Mr.  Damen,  who  acted  as  Deputy 
for  your  late  Sanitary  Inspector  (Major  Holloway),  for  a part  of  the  time  the 
latter  was  on  Military  duty. 

Mr.  Atkinson’s  Annual  Report  for  1919  is  dated  13th  January  1920,  and 
since  then  other  Housing  Schemes  have  been  prepared  ; and  the  following 
was  the  position  on  27th  February  last  ; — 

" All  the  sites  are  now  settled  with  the  exception  of  Norton. 

" As  regards  obtaining  the  loans  Mr.  Wadams  does  not  anticipate  any 
" difficulty,  as  he  is  of  opinion  that  we  shall  be  able  to  obtain  loans 


" from  the  Public  Works  Loan  Board. 

“ The  number  of  houses  unfit  for  habitation  is  - - 69 

“ The  number  of  houses  seriously  defective  but  which  can 

“ be  made  habitable  ------  83 

“ Number  of  houses  in  which  more  than  one  family  reside  39 

" Houses  overcrowded  (approximately)  - - - 30.’ 
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Mr.  Atkinson's  Report,  and  the  fact  that  you  built  146  workmen’s 
dwellings  before  the  War,  show  the  thorough  way  in  which  you  have  utilized 
your  powers  under  the  Housing  Acts  ; in  short,  I know  of  no  Sanitary  Author- 
ity— certainly  not  one  in  Worcestershire — who  have  either  built,  or  are  about 
to  build  anything  approaching  the  number  of  cottages  that  you  have. 

SCAVENGING.  ' 

Mr.  Atkinson  has  not  yet  been  able  to  find  a suitable  tip  for  the  house 
refuse  of  Hampton  and  consequently  that  Village  cannot  be  scavenged  as  it 
ought  to  be. 

I append  Mr.  Atkinson’s  Report. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  H.  FOSBROKE,  D.P.H.  Camb., 

County  Medical  Officer  and  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  Evesham  Rural  District. 

Public  Health  Department, 

29  Foregate  Street, 

Worcester. 

March  1920. 
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I 

A7i7tual  Report  of  SuTtitary  l77Spector, 


13th  January  1920. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  for  the  year  ended  December 
31st  1919. 

Prior  to  taking  up  my  appointment  as  your  Sanitary  Inspector  no  records 
of  any  kind  were  kept,  therefore  the  statistics  and  other  particulars  contained 
herein  relate  only  to  the  period  dating  from  the  1st  July  to  the  end  of  the 
year. 


Nuisances. 

Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  labour  and  building  materials  much  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  securing  the  abatement  of  nuisances  with  that  promptitude 
which  one  could  desire.  In  many  instances  property  owners  after  receiving 
notices  to  abate  nuisances  have  immediately  given  instructions  to  builders 
to  execute  the  requisite  repairs,  but  much  time  has  invariably  elapsed  before 
the  builders  were  able  to  cope  with  the  work. 


Housing. 

The  great  shortage  of  houses  in  many  of  the  villages  is  responsible  for 
the  inaction  as  regards  dealing  with  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  a useless  procedure  issuing  Closing  Orders  and  closing 
dwellings  until  the  proposed  new  cottages  are  erected. 

Only  one  dwelling-house  has  been  closed  during  the  year,  viz.,  a cottage 
vacated  at  Sedgeberrow,  the  general  condition  of  which  was  so  unsatisfactory 
that  I gave  the  owner  informal  notice  to  close  the  same,  and  it  is  now  im- 
occupied. 

Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  myself  inspected  most  of  the  houses 
in  Norton,  some  of  which  we  considered  unfit  for  habitation.  These  will  be 
dealt  with  when  the  new  houses  are  erected. 

A complete  survey  of  the  Housing  conditions  throughout  the  whole 
District  was  made  for  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  necessary  forms  in 
connection  therewith  completed  and  sent  to  the  Housing  Commissioner  well 
within  the  stipulated  time. 

Considerable  progress  was  made  during  the  year  with  your  Housing 
Schemes. 

Your  Housing  Committee  conducted  inquiries  in  several  villages  to 
ascertain  the  number  and  types  of  houses  which  would  meet  the  requirements 
of  each  village,  with  the  resnlt  that  it  was  decided  to  erect  houses  under  the 
Government  Housing  Scheme  in  the  undermentioned  villages  ; — Badsey  (24 
honses),  Bretforton  (12),  Broadway  (40),  Church  Honeybourne  (16),  Cleeve 
Prior  (12),  Great  and  Tittle  Hampton  (24),  North  and  Middle  Littleton  (16), 
Norton  and  Lenchwick  (12),  Offenham  (30),  South  Littleton  (16),  and  Wick- 
hamford  (12),  making  a total  of  214. 

Sites  having  been  acquired  at  Badsey  and  South  Littleton,  a commence- 
ment was  made  with  the  preparation  of  plans  for  these  two  sites  about  the 
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end  of  J Illy  ; and  were  submitted  to,  and  received  the  sanction  of  the  Housing 
Commissioner  in  September,  building  operations  being  started  at  Badsey  at 
the  end  of  October. 

The  first  pair  of  cottages  are  up  to  the  first  floor  level,  while  the  brickwork 
in  connection  with  other  six  pairs  is  up  to  the  damp-course. 

Having  regard  to  the  delay  in  obtaining  materials  and  to  the  fact  that 
weather  conditions  have  somewhat  impeded  the  work,  I think,  on  the  whole, 
very  good  progress  has  been  made. 

The  question  of  the  type  of  house  was  thoroughly  gone  into  by  your 
Housing  Committee,  with  the  result  that  the  cottages  now  being  erected  are 
a great  advancement  upon  the  existing  Council  cottages  so  far  as  accommoda- 
tion and  convenience  are  concerned.  The  non-parlour  type  consists  of  a 
large  living  room  16  feet  7^  inches  by  12  feet,  a scullery  10  feet  by  8 feet, 
a separate  bath  room  on  the  ground  floor,  a small  store  in  the  scullery,  a good 
entrance  hall,  and  a larder  6 feet  by  3 feet.  There  is  a back  addition  contain- 
ing space  for  fuel,  the  copper,  and  W.C.  Access  can  be  gained  to  all  the 
out-offices  without  going  out  of  doors.  There  are  three  good  bedrooms. 

The  present  cost  of  building  materials  and  labour  will  not  permit  of 
anything  ornate  in  the  treatment  of  the  elevations.  The  external  walls  will 
therefore  be  roughcasted. 

The  parlour  type  is  similar  to  the  above,  with  the  exception  that  the 
living  room  is  rather  smaller  owing  to  the  addition  of  a parlour. 

In  addition  to  the  Badsey  Scheme,  a commencement  has  been  made 
with  excavating  for  the  foundations  at  South  Littleton. 

Sites  have  been  acquired  at  Bretforton,  Church  Honeybourne,  Cleeve 
Prior,  Great  and  Little  Hampton,  North  and  Middle  Littleton,  Offenham, 
and  Wickhamford,  all  of  which  have  received  the  approbation  of  the  Housing 
Commissioner. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  Inspector  who  visited  these  sites  expressed 
his  pleasure  at  the  excellent  judgment  displayed  by  your  Housing  Committee 
in  their  selection  of  sites. 

The  lay-out  and  house  plans  will  now  be  prepared  as  expeditiously  as 
possible,  and  it  is  hoped  to  have  all  your  Schemes  well  advanced  by  the  end 
of  the  year  1920.  But  much  depends  upon  the  labour  problem. 

There  were  no  new  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise,  but  plans  were 
submitted  and  approved  by  you  for  four  cottages — one  at  South  Littleton 
and  three  at  Broadway — which  are  in  course  of  erection.  Plans  have  also 
been  approved  for  alterations  at  “ Wychwood,”  Broadway,  The  Farm,  Wick- 
hamford, and  for  a new  Memorial  Hall  at  Bretforton. 

Inspections  have  been  made  of  all  the  above  from  time  to  time. 


Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

Complaints  having  been  received  respecting  a nuisance  caused  by  flooding 
at  the  back  of  some  of  the  Council  cottages  at  Broadway,  I investigated  the 
matter  and  found  that  a 9-inch  drain  was  connected  to  a 6-inch  drain,  the 
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latter  being  inadequate  to  convey  the  surface  water  during  heavy  rains 
I substituted  a 9-inch  drain  for  the  6-inch,  and  it  is  hoped  there  will  be  no 
recurrence  of  the  nuisance. 

The  filter  beds  at  the  South  Tittleton  Sewage  Outfall  Works  were  thor- 
oughly cleaned  out  and  replenished  with  fresh  coke  breeze. 

New  drains  in  connection  with  buildings  in  course  of  erection  were 
inspected  and  tested  as  usual. 


Scavenging. 

The  question  of  Scavenging  the  Township  of  Hampton  was  considered 
and  I received  instructions  to  report  thereon. 

I have  not  yet  been  able  to  find  a suitable  tip  for  house  refuse  and  it  is 
futile  to  attempt  scavenging  without  having  in  view  a good  tip  in  close 
proximity  to  the  Village. 


Slaughter-houses . 

Two  licenses  were  granted  for  new  Slaughter-houses — one  at  Hampton, 
the  other  at  Broadway.  Both  were  made  to  comply  with  the  Byelaws  before 
the  licences  were  issued. 

No  meat  was  condemned. 

Factories  and  W orkshops. 

Nothing  occurred  which  calls  for  special  comment  as  regards  Factories 
and  Workshops,  beyond  the  fact  that  limewashing  had  not  been  done  at  three 
Bakehouses.  This  was  attended  to  by  the  occupiers  after  their  attention 
had  been  drawn  to  it. 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

No  improvements  of  any  magnitude  have  been  effected  to  Dairies  and 
Cowsheds  during  the  year. 

The  Register  is  in  need  of  revision  and  I propose  to  revise  it  as  early  as 
possible,  so  that  I may  have  an  up-to-date  record  of  all  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds, 
and  Purveyors  of  Milk  in  the  District. 


I also  propose  to  make  a detailed  inspection  of  all  the  Dairies  and  Cow- 
sheds, because,  when  the  new  Milk  Bill  comes  into  force,  I have  no  doubt 
drastic  alterations  will  be  necessary  at  some  of  the  Cowsheds. 


I beg  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  you  for  your  co-operation 
and  support  and  at  the  same  time  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  valuable 
assistance  I have  received  from  Mr.  Wadams  and  Dr.  Fosbroke,  both  of 
whom  have  been  most  generous  in  tendering  their  advice  and  assistance, 
which  I have  found  very  helpful  indeed. 


I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


REGINALD  J.  ATKINSON, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Evesham  Rural  District  Council. 


EVI^SHAM  RURAE  DISTRICT. 


INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  WORK  COMPRETED  IN 
THE  YEAR  ENDING  31ST  DECEMBER  1919. 


Infectious 

Disease. 

No.  of  houses  disinfected  after  notifiable  disease 
Rots  of  bedding,  clothing,  &c.,  disinfected  or 
destroyed  ______ 

Compensation  paid  for  destruction  - - 

Cases  of  illegal  exposure  reported  (P.H.  Act  1875, 
Sec.  26)  ______ 

14 

14 

None 

f > 

Houses  (Housing, 
Town  Planning, 
&c.,  Act,  1909). 

No.  of  houses  erected  ___  — - 

No.  of  houses  inspected  — _ _ _ _ 

No.  represented  as  unfit  for  habitation  - - 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  made  by  the  Rocal  Author- 
ity -------  - 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  that  became  operative  - 
No.  of  houses  with  defects  remedied  without 
Closing  Orders  _ _ _ _ - 

No.  of  houses  with  defects  remedied  after  Clos- 
ing Orders  - - - - - - 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  determined  _ - - 

No.  of  houses  demolished  _ _ _ _ 

No.  of  Orders  to  execute  works  under  Section  15 
No.  of  Orders  to  execute  work  under  Section  15 
complied  with  _ _ _ _ _ 

No.  of  yards  paved  or  repaved  _ _ _ 

No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated  - - 

No.  of  houses  closed  after  informal  notice  from 

Rocal  Authority  _ _ _ _ _ 

None 

10 

8 

None 

» $ 

1 

None 

i $ 

t » 

t p 

} t 

p p 

2 

1 

Moveable  Dwell- 
ings, Caravans, 
&c. 

No.  observed  ______ 

No.  dealt  with,  as  insanitary  - - - - 

None 

> t 

House-drains. 

No.  laid  or  relaid 

No.  trapped,  ventilated  and  repaired  - - 

No.  of  obstructed  drains  dealt  with  - - 

No.  of  house-drains  tested  _ _ _ _ 

No.  of  insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals 
rectified-  ______ 

No.  of  urinals  on  licensed  premises  inspected  - 
No.  of  dumb  wells  rectified  - - _ _ 

2 

1 

19 

3 

None 

p p 

p p 

Water  Closets. 

No.  of  additional  W.C.’s  provided  - - - 

No.  repaired,  ventilated  and  supplied  with  water 

None 

1 

Privies  and 
Ashpits. 

No.  of  additional  privies  and  ashpits  provided  - 
No.  of  pail  closets  and  privies  converted  to  W.C’s 
No.  converted  to  pail-closets  - - - - 

No.  repaired  ______ 

None 

p p 

p p 

p P 

Scavenging. 

No.  of  houses  from  which  refuse  was  removed  - 
No.  of  privies  and  ashpits  cleansed  - - - 

No.  of  portable  receptacles  cleansed  - - 

No.  of  loads  of  ashes  and  excrement  removed  - 
How  often  is  house  refuse  removed  - - 

N 
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Smoke  Nuisances. 

No.  under  observation  - - - - - 

No.  abated  ------- 

N 

Offensive  Trades 

No.  under  observation  - - - - - 

(Sec.  112  P.H.A. 

No.  improperly  conducted  - - - ' - 

N 

1875,  Sec.  51 
P.H.A. A.A. 

No.  newly  established,  with  consent  of  Council- 

1907). 

Water  Supply. 

No.  of  wells  sunk  _ _ _ _ _ 

None 

No.  of  wells  cleansed  and  repaired  - - - 

No.  of  wells  closed  as  polluted  _ _ - 

No.  of  disused  wells  abolished  _ _ - 

No.  of  houses  supplied  from  waterworks  during 

1 

year 

15 

No.  of  samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis  - 

No.  of  houses  with  contaminated  or  deficient 

1 

water-supplies  dealt  with-  _ _ _ 

No.  of  houses  erected  or  rebuilt,  for  which  water 

15 

certificates  were  given  - _ - - 

None 

Slaughter  Houses. 

No.  registered  ______ 

6 

No.  licensed-  ______ 

3 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired  _ _ - - 

— 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  — 

Cases  of  slaughtering  on  unlicensed  premises 

Frequently 

reported  ______ 

None 

Are  Byelaws  in  force  thoroughly  carried  out  - 

Yes 

Factories  and 

No.  under  inspection  _ _ — - - 

113 

Workshops. 

No.  certified  for  limewashing  by  Inspector  - 

No.  of  insanitary  conditions  dealt  with  as 

3 

nuisances 

No.  employing  “ young  persons,”  &c.,  reported 

to  Medical  Officer  of  Health  _ - - 

— 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  - - 

Half-yearly 

No.  of  outworkers’  premises  inspected  - - 

25 

Shop  Hours'  Act. 

No.  of  shops  under  supervision  _ _ - 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Act  dealt  with  - - 

N 

Purveyors  of  Milk. 

No.  of- 

2 

Dairies. 

No.  registered 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts,  Orders  and  Bye- 

18 

laws  dealt  with  _ _ _ — — 

1 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  - - 

Frequently 

No.  of  infected  milk  supplies  dealt  with  - - 

None 

Approximate  No.  of  milking  cows  in  District  - 

300 

Cowsheds. 

No.  registered 

32 

No.  of  infected  milk  supplies  reported  - - 

— 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  - - 

Half-yearly 

Canal  Boats. 

No.  of  boats  on  register  _ _ _ _ 

No.  of  boats  registered  during  year  — - 

No.  of  certificates  renewed  - - - - 

No.  of  boats  inspected  (for  registration  or  other- 
wise) ------- 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts  and  Regulations 

N 

dealt  with 
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Lodging  Houses. 

No.  on  Register 

No.  regularly  inspected  - - - - - 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired  _ _ _ _ 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected-  - - 

N 

Food. 

No.  of  seizures  as  unfit  for  consumption  — — 

Amount  destroyed  as  unfit  for  consumption  - 
Amount  voluntarily  surrendered  as  unfit  for 
consumption  - - - (1  box  currants) 

43  lbs. 

Food  and  Drugs' 
Act. 

No.  of  samples  taken  for  analysis  — — — 

No.  of  samples  certified  genuine  _ _ — 

No.  of  samples  certified  adulterated  — — 

N 

Animals  kept  so  as 
to  be  a Nuisance 

No.  of  cases  of  removal  on  notice  - - - 

2 

Accumulation  of 
Offensive  Refuse 

No.  of  removals  — — — — — — 

6 

Legal  Proceedings. 

No.  of  convictions  obtained  with  regard  to  in- 
sanitary conditions  _ - _ - 

No.  of  convictions  obtained  with  reagrd  to  un- 
sound food  - — - 

None 

f y 

Clerical  Work. 

No.  of  preliminary  notices  served  - - - 

No.  of  Statutory  notices  served  - - _ 

No.  of  Statutory  notices  complied  with  — - 

No.  of  Statutory  notices  outstanding  - - 

13 

None 

) y 

y y 

Remarks. 

Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  Scarlet  Fever  at  Broadway  in  the  month  of 
December  the  Day  School  was  disinfected. 


Date  13th  January  1920. 


(Signed)  REGINALD  J.  ATKINSON, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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To  the  Feckenham  Rural  District  Council, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1919. 
Copies  will,  as  required,  be  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  County  Council. 


x-\s  several  questions  applicable  to  this  District  are  dealt  with  in  my 
remarks  under  “ General  Observations  ” I refer  you  to  them. 


STATISTICS. 

The  following  Tables  I.  and  II.  deal  with  the  Vital  Statistics  of  this 
District. 

Table  I.  records  the  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1919,  together  with 
certain  average  rates  for  periods  shown  under  the  respective  headings. 


Table  I. 

Estimated  Population  ( for  Birth-rate  (a) 
for  1919  I for  Death-rate  (b) 


5,270 

5,059 


Males. 

39 


Number  of  Births. 

Females. 

45 


Total. 

84 


Birth-rates  per  1,000  of  Population. 

Averages  for  years 

1919.  1918-1914.  1913-1909.  1908-1904.  1903-1899. 

15-9  16-0  18-4  24-2  22-4 


Number  of  Deaths. 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

31  28  59 


1919. 

11-7 


Death-rates  per  1,000  of  Population. 


Averages  for  years 

1918-1914.  1913-1909.  1908-1904. 

14-4  14-2  13-6 


1903-1899. 

13-0 


1919. 

5 


Infant  Mortality. 

Number  of  Deaths  under  one  year. 


Average  number  for  years 
1918-1914.  1913-1909.  1908-1904. 

8 9 11 


1903-1899. 

14 


Rate  per  1,000  of  Births  registered. 

1919.  1918-1914.  1913-1909.  1908-1904.  1903-1899. 

60  94  92  83  105 


4^ 


Illegitimates. 

1919. 

Number  of  Births  - - - - 5 

Number  of  Deaths  under  one  year-  - 1 


1918.  1917.  1916. 

3 3 6 

2 - - 


(a)  Refers  to  children  of  Civilians  and  vSoldiers. 

(b)  Civilians  only. 


Table  II. 


Causes  of  Death. 

(Civilians  only). 

Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  - - - - 

_ 

1 

1 

Influenza 

3 

1 

4 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  _ - - 

3 

— 

3 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  - - 

— 

1 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  - - - 

4 

2 

6 

Meningitis  ------ 

2 

1 

3 

Organic  Heart  Disease  _ _ - 

5 

5 

10 

Bronchitis  ------ 

3 

3 

6 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  - - - - 

1 

— 

1 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  - - - 

1 

— 

1 

Congenital  Debility,  &c.  _ - - 

1 

1 

2 

Other  defined  diseases  - - - - 

8 

12 

20 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  - - 

— 

1 

1 

Totals  - 

31 

28 

59 

BIRTH-RATE. 

Table  I.  shows  that  the  Birth-rate  last  year  (15-9)  is  low,  and  below  the 
average  rates  for  the  periods  1899  to  1918.  This  Table  also  shows  that  the 
Birth-rate  continues  to  decline,  which  is  a deplorable  fact.  The  corresponding 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1919  was  18-5. 


Five  (5)  of  the  84  births  were  illegitimate,  and  20%  of  these  infants  died 
before  attaining  the  age  of  1 year  ; whereas  only  5 % of  children  born  in 
wedlock  succumbed  before  they  reached  1 year  of  age.  This  emphasises  a 
well-known  fact  that  the  mortality  among  illegitimate  babies  greatly  exceeds 
that  of  legitimate  infants.  Usually  the  Death-rate  of  the  former  is  double 
that  of  the  latter. 


Some  reference  to  this  state  of  things  is  made  in  my  “ General  Observ- 
“ ations.” 


DEATH-RATE. 

The  Death-rate  for  the  District  in  1919  (11-7)  is  very  low,  and  decidedly 
below  the  quinquennial  averages  for  the  years  1899  to  1918. 


The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  (13-8)  was  also  very  low. 
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INPANTII.B  MORTALITY. 

A satisfactory  feature  of  the  Vital  Statistics  for  last  year  is,  that  the 
Infantile  Mortality  (60  per  1,000  births)  was  low  ; and  lower  than  any  of  the 
averages  given  in  the  Table.  The  corresponding  Infantile  Mortality  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  89. 


The  nett  deaths  which  occurred  in  1919  from  stated  causes  at  various 
ages  under  one  year  of  age  were  as  under  : — 

T.^ble  III. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under 

1 month. 

1-3 

months. 

3-6 

months. 

6-9 

months. 

9-12 

months. 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

1 year. 

Premature  Birth  - 

1 





— 

1 

Convulsions  — — 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Inanition  - - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Other  Causes  - - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Totals  — 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

Table  IV.  shows  the  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  and  those  sent 
to  Hospital  during  1919  : — 


Table  IV. 


Diseases. 

No.  oi 

Notified. 

Cases 

Sent  to 
Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Diphtheria  ----- 

— 

21 

19 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  — _ — — 

— 

20 

16 

— 

Typhoid  Fever  - - - - 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Malaria  ----- 

— 

1 

_ 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  - - 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  — — _ _ 

— 

2 

-- 

1 

Erysipelas  ----- 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Measles  - _ - _ _ 

— 

8 

— 

— 

German  Measles  _ _ _ 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  - - 

— 

7 

— 

3 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  - - 

— 

3 

— 

1 

Totals 

— 

66 

36 

0 
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DIPHTHERIA. 

Table  V.  show.s  the  monthly  incidence  of  Diphtheria  ; — 

Table  V. 


Locality. 

No.  of  Cases 
in 

each  month. 

Total. 

Removed 

to 

Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Astwood  Bank  — 

Feb.  3 ; April  1 ; July  2 ; 
Aug.  2 ; Nov.  1 - 

9 

9 

Crabb’s  Cross  - 

April  2 _ _ _ 

2 

2 

— 

Ham  Green  - 

October  1 ; Nov.  2 - 

3 

3 

1 

Edgeoake  - - 

November  7 - - 

7 

5 

— 

Totals  — 

Feb.  3 ; April  3 ; July  2 ; 
Aug.  2 ; Oct.  1 ; Nov. 
10  - 

21 

19 

1 

With  the  exception  of  a fatal  case  at  Ham  Green,  practically  the  whole 
of  the  notified  cases  were  mild  in  character  ; and  Table  V.  shows  that  they 
occurred  in  various  parts  of  your  District  ; 19  of  the  patients  were  removed 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 


I do  not  think  any  of  these  cases  require  special  comment,  except  to 
mention  that — 


3 

6 

7 

2 

1 

o 


were  under  5 years  of  age. 

,,  5 and  under  10  years. 

)>  ,,  ,,  15  ,, 

„ 15  „ „ 20  „ 


f f 


> > 


35 

45 


y y 

> t 


and  that  in  my  opinion  the  disease  was  propagated  by  personal  infection. 
The  three  cases  at  Ham  Green  were  associated  with  others  at  the  Bentley 
Schools.  The  7 cases  at  Edgeoake  were  in  one  family  : and  some  of  them 
were  extremely  mild,  and  only  detected  by  bacteriological  examination. 
The  parents  of  these  children,  I found  to  be  quite  willing  to  take  every  care 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease,  and  they  were  successful  in  doing  so. 


It  was  necessary  to  close  the  Cookhill  School  on  account  of  this  diseasg 
from  22nd  December  until  after  the  Christmas  holidays. 


SCARDET  FEVER. 

Table  VI.  shows  that  there  was  no  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  of  any 
extent  and  that  the  cases  were  distributed  throughout  the  District. 
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Tabt<e  VI. 


I/Ocality. 

No.  of  Cases 
in 

each  month. 

Total. 

Removed  to 
Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Hunt  End  - - 

June  2 ; Dec.  1 — — 

3 

3 

Feckenham—  — 

October  2 - - - 

2 

2 



Astwood  Bank  - 

Nov.  3 ; Dec.  5 — — 

8 

8 



Crabb's  Cross  - 

Nov.  2 ; Dec.  2 - - 

4 

2 



Cookhill  - - 

November  2 _ _ 

2 

— 

Inkberrow  — 

December  1 — — — 

1 

1 

— 

Totals  - 

June  2 ; Oct.  2 ; Nov.  7 ; 
December  9 — — 

20 

16 

— 

These  outbreaks  were  small  and  scattered  over  the  District. 


MEASDKS. 

Table  VII.  shows  where  the  Measles  cases  occurred  : — 


Table  VII. 


Locality. 

No.  of  Cases 
in  each  month. 

Total. 

No.  reported 
to  Health 
Visitor. 

I'eckenham  — — 

March  1 ; April  2 - - 

3 

2 

Hunt  End  - - 

April  1 - - - - 

1 

1 

Astwood  Bank  - 

August  2 _ _ _ 

2 



Bradley  Green  - 

November  2 — — — 

2 

2 

Totals  — 

March  1 ; April  3 ; Aug.  2 ; 
November  2 — — 

8 

5 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

( Inflammation  of  Eyes  in  Infants  under  10  days). 

This  solitary  case  was  notified  in  August,  occurred  at  Astwood  Bank 
and  w'as  under  the  care  of  a local  Doctor. 

The  District  Nurse  carried  out  the  Doctor's  directions,  and  the  infant 
recovered  without  impaired  vision. 

TYPHOID  FEVER. 

The  case  was  notified  on  11th  October  at  Morton  Speart  and  the  patient 
(a  servant  at  Gooms  Hill)  was  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

On  thorough  investigation  it  transpired  that  this  case  was  associated 
with  a visitor  who  came  to  the  same  house  from  Leamington  ; and  the  con- 
clusion I arrived  at,  was  that  both  illnesses  were  contracted  at  Gooms  Hill. 
The  evidence,  however,  is  not  absolutely  conclusive  as  is  so  often  the  case  in 
sporadic  outbreaks  of  this  disease.  The  water  supply  of  the  premises  was 
polluted  and  was  not  made  use  of  for  drinking  purposes  as  soon  as  this  was 
discovered. 
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The  drainage  of  the  premises  was  very  bad.  I advised  that  the  well 
should  be  thoroughly  cleaned  out,  and  that  evidence  of  pollution  should  be 
looked  for  and  if  found,  guarded  against  in  future,  and  subsequently  another 
sample  submitted  for  analysis.  Your  Inspector  wrote  me  (March  16th  1920) 
that  the  new  drainage  ordered  had  been  carried  out,  and  the  well  has  been 
cleansed.  Another  analysis  of  the  well-water  is  to  be  made. 

PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  ages  of  the  7 cases  notified  were  as  under  :■ — 


1 

was  between 

5 and 

10  years. 

1 

a > > 

10  „ 

15  ,. 

1 

» > > > 

15  „ 

20  „ 

2 

were 

20  „ 

25  „ 

2 

35  „ 

45  „ 

Two  (2)  of  these  cases  received  Dispensary  Treatment,  1 Domiciliary  and 
Dispensary  Treatment,  and  1 Domiciliary  and  Sanatorium  Treatment. 

Three  cases  did  not  apply  for  treatment  under  the  County  Scheme. 
Details  of  the  County  Scheme  will  be  found  in  my  “ General  Observations." 

MALARIA. 

This  case  was  notified  on  the  19th  November,  the  patient  being  a soldier 
who  contracted  the  disease  abroad.  For  further  reference  to  this  complaint 
see  " General  Observations." 

INFLUENZA. 

There  were  4 deaths  from  Influenza  ; 1 of  these  occurred  at  Inkberrow 
on  2nd  J anuary,  1 at  Hunt  End  on  28th  J anuary,  1 at  Astwood  Farm  on  22nd 
March,  and  1 was  transferred  from  the  North  Bromsgrove  Urban  District. 

This  disease  was  epidemic  at  Inkberrow  and  necessitated  the  closure 
of  the  Inkberrow  School  from  11th  March  until  the  24th  March.  Further 
explanation  of  Influenza  is  given  in  my  " General  Observations." 

SCHOOL  CLOSURES. 

The  closure  of  the  Inkberrow  School  on  account  of  Influenza  and  the 
Cookhill  School  on  account  of  Diphtheria  have  already  been  referred  to. 

The  Astwood  Bank  School  was  closed  from  the  28th  March  to  the  7th 
April  in  consequence  of  a large  number  of  cases  of  Ringworm  among  the 
scholars,  and  I arranged  for  one  of  the  Assistant  Medical  Officers  to  visit  the 
School  on  the  day  it  was  re-opened  in  order  to  treat  any  affected  children  he 
found,  and  I am  glad  to  say  that  the  result  of  the  treatment  was  very  satis- 
factory. 


ISOLATION  AND  DISINFECTION. 

As  mentioned  in  my  “ General  Observations,"  these  are  carried  out  at 
the  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  at  Alcester. 

SANITARY  WORK. 

Your  Sanitary  Inspector  being  a “ Territorial  ” was  " called  up  " in 
August  1914,  and  only  returned  to  his  official  duties  on  22nd  February  1919. 
His  Deputy  for  these  five  years  was  (by  permission  of  the  Redditch  Urban 
Council)  Mr.  Jameson. 
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Mr.  Watling  makes  an  Annual  Report  (appended)  which  covers  a good 
deal  of  the  Sanitary  work  carried  out  in  the  District  last  year.  Such  being 
the  case,  I need  not  repeat  much  of  what  he  says,  except  to  mention  that  the 
Bakehouses  and  Slaughterhouses  have  been  fairly  well  managed.  You  will 
notice  that  Mr.  Watling  states  the  “ Cowsheds  and  surroundings  are  not  kept 
as  they  should  be  " and  that  " there  are  large  accumulations  of  dung  within 
a few  yards  of  the  sheds.  The  cows  are  seldom  groomed  and  many  sheds 
are  old  and  defective.” 

This  confirms  what  I said  about  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  in  my  ” General 
” Observations,”  to  which  I desire  to  call  your  special  attention. 

SCAVENGING. 

Mr.  Watling  mentions  which  parts  of  your  District  are  scavenged,  and 
records  the  work  that  was  done  during  1919.  It  would  appear  that  there 
are  still  ” many  premises  in  the  District  with  no  proper  refuse  receptacles, 
” and  (that)  these  need  to  be  dealt  with  in  future.” 

On  28th  February  last  Mr.  Watling  wrote  me  that  he  had  had  several 
complaints  during  the  month  about  accumulations  of  refuse  at  houses  in  the 
District,  and  that  he  should  recommend  you  to  provide  another  horse  and  cart 
without  delay.  This  opinion  was  also  expressed  at  the  recent  Parish  Meeting 
at  Feckenham,  and  I hope  therefore  you  will  act  upon  Mr.  Watling's  re- 
commendation. 


HOUSING. 

The  necessity  for  immediately  improving  the  Housing  accommodation 
in  your  District  has  been  brought  to  your  notice  in  several  of  my  Annual 
Reports. 

In  October  last  a comprehensive  ‘‘  Form  of  Survey  of  Housing  Needs  ” 
had  to  be  expeditiously  prepared  and  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  after  you 
had  approved  it.  The  preparation  of  this  vSurvey  was  placed  in  the  hands 
of  your  Sanitary  Inspector  with  an  Assistant  temporarily  engaged  for  the 
work,  and  in  my  opinion  they  carried  this  out  very  well. 

This  Survey  showed  that  there  had  been  a decrease  in  the  population 
of  the  District  (350),  and  as  this  information  was  obtained  by  examining  the 
Food  Cards,  I believe  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  estimate  is  substantially 
correct. 

The  following  are  a few  facts  mentioned  in  this  Survey  : — 

Section  I.  Existing  Housing  Accommodation. 

Number  of  working  class  dwellings  in  the  District  - - 

Average  number  of  working  class  dwellings  built  annually 
during  the  five  years  before  the  War  - — - 

Number  of  houses  intended  for  one  family  only  which  are 
now  occupied  by  two  or  more  families  - - — 

Number  of  overcrowded  houses  ----- 
Section  1 1. 

Number  of  working  class  houses  required  during  the  next 
three  years  ------- 

Section  I V.  Insanitary  Houses. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  which  cannot  be  made  fit  for 
human  habitation  ______ 

Number  of  houses  seriously  defective  which  can  be  made 
habitable  -------- 

Section  V I. 

Approximate  number  of  new  houses  to  be  provided-  - 


1,317 

2 

58 
40 

70 

2 

59 
14 
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You  will  notice  that  according  to  the  Survey,  although  it  was  estimated 
that  you  needed  70  houses,  it  is  only  proposed  to  provide  14. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  your  Clerk,  I am  now  able  to  give  the  present 
position  of  the  Housing  needs  in  your  District,  as  he  wrote  me  on  1st  March 
1920  as  follows  ; — 

” Cookhill.  Half  an  acre  of  land  has  been  purchased  and  paid  for  with 
" the  approval  of  the  Housing  Commissioner.  Plans  have  been 
" submitted  to  the  Council  and  to  the  Housing  Commissioner  for 
“ four  houses  to  be  erected  thereon,  and  such  plans  have  been 
“ approved  both  by  the  Council  and  the  Housing  Commissioner. 
“ The  quantities  are  now  being  prepared  by  the  Architect  and 
“ immediately  this  work  is  completed,  tenders  will  be  invited. 

“ I think  myself  that  it  is  probable  that  the  erection  of  these  houses 
“ will  be  commenced  very  shortly.  As  to  Astwood  Bank,  negoti- 
“ ations  have  been  completed  with  the  approval  of  the  Ministry 
" of  Health  for  the  purchase  of  three  acres  at  Astwood  Bank,  at 
“ the  price  of  £450  Os.  Od.  plus  timber  and  legal  charges  for  the 
“ erection  of  twenty-four  houses,  and  the  proposal  is  to  commence 
" with  ten  and  follow  on  with  the  fourteen  as  soon  as  the  first  ten 
“ are  completed.  The  site  has  been  approved,  and  also  the  lay-out, 
“ and  the  plans  by  the  Council  and  the  Housing  Commissioner. 
“ Bills  of  quantities  are  now  being  prepared  and  immediately  they 
" are  completed,  tenders  will  be  invited  for  the  erection  of  the 
“ first  ten  houses.  I think  that  the  building  should  be  commenced 
“ with  in  a few  weeks  from  now.” 

You  will  notice  that  at  the  moment  Housing  Schemes  are  provided  for 
Astwood  Bank  and  Cookhill ; but  I would  remind  you  that  in  my  Annual 
Report  for  1918  I said  ” in  my  opinion,  and  I believe  in  yours  also,  houses 
” are  wanted  at  Inkberrow.” 


DRAINAGE. 

The  sewers  and  sewage  outfall  works  in  the  District  are  reported  to  have 
given  little  trouble  during  the  year  ; except  a portion  of  the  Astwood  Bank 
sewers,  which  broke  in  owing  to  heavy  traffic  and  had  to  be  repaired. 

Crabb’s  Cross  and  Hunt  End. 

Quite  recently  (March  11th  1920)  I inspected  the  Crabb’s  Cross  sewage 
disposal  in  company  with  a member  of  your  Council  and  your  Sanitary 
Inspector,  and  found  it  to  be  in  a most  unsatisfactory  state. 

The  bit  of  land  over  which  the  greater  part  of  the  sewage  is  supposed 
to  flow  is  ‘ sewage  sick  ” and  water-logged  ; and  we  saw  crude  sewage  flowing 
off  this  land  down  a roadside  ditch  quite  close  to  some  cottages,  and  on  to 
the  Hunt  End  brook.  This  state  of  things  has  existed — sometimes  better, 
sometimes  worse — for  many  years.  The  defective  drainage  of  Crabb’s  Cross 
and  Hunt  End  must  be  well-known  to  you  as  I have  reported  it  to  you  and  the 
Eocal  Government  Board  from  time  to  time  for  many  years  past.  The 
position  was  clearly  explained  in  my  Report  for  1911  (p.  66)  as  well  as  in  other 
Annual  Reports. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  my  Report  of  1914  (p.  50)  : — 

” In  1910,  owing  to  a representation  made  by  the  County  Council,  a 
Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  Inspector  (Mr.  T'awcett) 
” inspected  the  District,  and  on  December  10th  1910,  the  Board 
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wrote  that  Cr abb’s  Cross  and  Hunt  Hnd  ought  to  be  sewered 
“ ‘ by  means  of  a joint  sewerage  scheme  by  the  Feckenham  and 
' Alcester  Rural  District  Councils.’ 

On  October  4th  1911,  another  of  the  Board’s  Engineering  Inspectors 
(Mr.  Brightmore)  visited  the  locality.  On  January  24th  1912, 
“ the  Board  wrote  your  Clerk  that  the  Rural  District  Council 
“ of  Alcester  ‘ have  declined  to  take  part  in  a Conference  until 
they  have  considered  the  Report  of  their  Engineer,  who  has 
been  instructed  to  report  on  the  matter.  The  Board  therefore 
propose  to  defer  arranging  the  visit  of  their  Inspector  for  the 
‘ present.  They  are  in  further  communication  with  the  Rural 
District  Council  of  Alcester.’ 

There  the  matter  now  stands  ; and  having  recorded  the  present 
position,  I feel  I have  no  further  responsibility  with  regard  to 
" this  matter,  as  it  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Local  Government  Board.’ 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  Watling’s  Report  contains  several  references  to  local  water-supplies  ; 
and  my  “ Special  Report  ” (dated  2nd  February  1920)  very  fully  deals  with 
that  of  Feckenham  Village.  As  copies  of  this  Report  were  (as  required  by 
Article  XIX.  (15  and  16)  of  the  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  which 
defines  the  duties  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health)  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
and  the  County  Council,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  discuss  this  question  at 
length.  A few  statements  from  that  “ Special  Report  ” will  however  put 
on  record  here,  my  opinion  upon  this  matter. 

I said  in  my  " Special  Report  ” that  (1)  I had  called  your  attention  to 
the  contaminated  state  of  the  wells  in  the  Village  of  Feckenham  for  several 
years  past,  and  that  in  September  1912,  and  March  1913,  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  wrote  you  on  the  subject  : (2)  that  considerable  efforts  have  been 
made  by  your  direction,  to  protect  wells  in  the  Village  from  surface  contamin- 
ation, but  that  these  efforts  have  been  attended  with  little  success  ; (3)  that 
samples  of  every  well  in  Feckenham — 77  in  number — were  analysed  by  the 
County  Analyst  between  10th  September  and  11th  December  1919,  and  of 
these  77,  7 were  fit  for  drinking  purposes,  11  were  of  doubtful  quality,  and  59 
were  unfit  for  drinking  purposes  ; (4)  that  of  these  77  samples,  10  of  the 
condemned  samples  were  taken  from  wells  which  had  been  cleaned  because 
previous  analyses  showed  they  were  contaminated,  and  that  steps  had  con- 
sequently been  taken  to  protect  them  from  pollution  ; and  (5)  as  I was 
convinced  that  it  is  impracticable  to  take  effective  steps  to  prevent  pollution 
of  the  wells  in  the  Village,  I recommended  you  to  get  Engineering  advice 
as  to  the  cheapest  and  best  way  of  laying  on  water  from  the  waterworks 
which  already  supply  another  part  of  the  Parish. 

I attended  a large  Meeting  of  Feckenham  Ratepayers  at  Feckenham  on 
the  evening  of  February  25th  last,  and  read  them  my  “ Special  Report  ” 
verbatim,  and  answered  a number  of  questions  which  were  put  to  me  on  the 
subject. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Meeting,  your  Chairman  (Mr.  Hollington,  who 
presided)  asked  for  a vote  as  to  whether  the  Ratepayers  desired  the  water- 
supply  brought  from  Astwood  Bank  or  not  ; when  it  was  practically  un- 
animously decided  not  to  do  so. 

I believe  you  considered  this  at  your  District  Council  Meeting  on  1st 
March  last,  and  decided  not  to  do  anything  at  present. 
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Such  being  the  case,  I desire  to  quote  the  following  extract  from  my 
Special  Report,  viz.  : — 

“ I wish  to  make  it  quite  clear  that  the  duties  of  Medical  Officers  of 
“ Health  are  advisory,  not  executive  ; and  that  having  so  often 
“ called  your  attention  to  the  polluted  state  of  the  Feckenham 
“ wells,  and  advised  you  to  provide  water-works  for  the  Village, 
“ my  responsibility  entirely  ceases,  and  that  the  responsibility  for 
“ any  action  you  may,  or  may  not  take  in  this  matter,  devolves  upon 
“ you  as  the  Local  Sanitary  Authority." 


I append  Mr.  Watling’s  Annual  Report  for  1919. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


G.  H.  FOSBROKE,  D.P.H.  Camb., 


County  Public  Health  Offices, 
29  Foregate  Street, 
Worcester. 

March  1920. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Feckenham 
Rural  District,  and  County  Medical 
Officer  for  Worcestershire. 


FECKEMHAM  RURAE  DISTRICT. 

ANNUAE  REPORT  OP  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  1919. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Feckenham 
Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

With  much  pleasure  I submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the 
Sanitary  Department  for  the  year  ending  December  31st  1919. 

As  you  are  aware  I served  in  His  Majesty’s  Forces  during  the  War  from 
August  1914  to  the  end  of  January  1919. 

I recommenced  my  duties  under  your  Council  on  February  22nd  1919, 
taking  over  from  Mr.  W.  Jameson,  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  acted  for  me 
during  my  absence. 

A large  amount  of  my  time  has  been  taken  up  in  making  inspections, 
preparing  reports  &c.  appertaining  to  outdoor  Sanitary  requirements  of  the 
District. 

The  keeping  of  records  and  other  necessary  office  work  have  received 
my  attention  ; 500  letters  have  been  sent  out,  48  preliminary  notices  and 
5 final  or  legal  notices  have  been  served.  Not  in  any  case  have  legal  proceed- 
ings been  taken. 


Drainage. 

Considering  the  times,  a fair  amount  of  house  drainage  has  been  carried 
out  at  13  various  properties,  where  the  drains  were  newly  laid,  trapped  and 
ventilated. 

All  relaid  and  newly  laid  drains  were  inspected  and  tested  before  being 
filled  in. 
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Bakehouses. 

There  are  9 Bakehouses  on  the  Register  and  I have  made  36  visits  to 
them  during  the  year. 

In  8 cases  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  order  lime-washing,  in  one  case  an 
insanitary  privy  and  an  accumulation  of  refuse  were  dealt  with. 


Slaughterhouses . 

There  are  6 registered  and  i licensed  Slaughterhouse  in  the  District. 
40  visits  have  been  made  to  them  during  the  year.  I have  kept  a look  out 
for  Foot  and  Mouth  disease,  both  in  shops  and  slaughterhouses  where  meat 
is  deposited  or  exposed  for  sale  as  requested  by  the  Ministry  and  according 
to  their  circular  issued. 

The  majority  of  the  cattle  for  slaughter  in  the  District  are  dealt  with  at 
a Slaughterhouse  situated  at  Feckenham,  so  that  the  remaining  5 are  very 
little  used  at  present. 

The  Slaughterhouses  are  kept  clean  and  only  one  insanitary  condition 
has  been  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  Foods. 

No  diseased  meat  or  other  foods  have  been  dealt  with  during  the  year. 
Old  cows  are  sometimes  slaughtered  and  observation  of  these  need  to  be 
constant  with  a view  to  detecting  disease. 


Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

There  are  28  persons  engaged  in  the  Milk  trade  on  the  Register. 
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lime-washing  was  ordered. 

accumulations  of  cow  dung  was  ordered  to  be 
removed. 

floors  ordered  to  be  cleansed, 
the  drainage  reconstructed, 
drains  cleaned. 


To  my  mind  the 
they  should  be. 


Coswheds  and  surroundings  are  not  kept  as  clean  as 


Darge  accumulations  of  dung  have  been  deposited  within  a few  yards 
of  the  sheds. 


The  cows  are  seldom  groomed  and  many  sheds  are  old  and  defective. 

The  old  defective  Cowsheds  need  reconstruction,  and  I am  of  the  opinion 
that  many  premises  where  Milk  business  is  carried  on  need  regular  inspection 
to  ensure  that  this  very  important  article  of  diet  shall  be  as  pure  as  possible. 

Labour  has  been  scarce  on  farms  during  the  War  and  this  will  account 
to  some  extent  for  some  of  the  insanitary  indifference  where  cows  are  kept. 

Knacker’s  Yard. 

I have  from  time  to  time  visited  the  licensed  Knacker’s  Yard  situated 
m this  District.  There  have  been  accumulations  of  horse  flesh  and  offal  at  the 


premises,  besides  faulty  yard  drainage.  The  owner  has  extended  the  site 
of  his  premises  and  attended  to  the  yard  drainage,  and  I am  able  to  report 
that  a much  better  state  of  things  now  exists. 

Public  Elementary  Schools. 

There  are  6 Public  Elementary  Schools  in  the  District.  I visited  them 
during  the  year.  I recommended  the  vSchool  situated  Abbots  Morton  to  be 
re-lirpewashed  and  privies  cleansed,  which  was  carried  out.  I am  told  that 
a scullery  sink,  drainage  and  an  additional  closet  is  to  be  provided  at  the  Head 
Teacher’s  house. 


Factories  and  Workshops. 

There  are  50  Factories  and  Workshops  in  the  District — 11  Factories  and 
39  Workshops.  8 were  certified  for  lime-washing  and  4 nuisances  were  dealt 
with. 

Extensive  shopping  has  been  built  during  the  year  at  Messrs.  Morris 
& Yeoman’s  and  Messrs.  Smith  & Son’s  , Needle  Manufacturers,  &c.,  Astwood 
Bank. 

There  are  9 Bakehouses,  11  Dressmakers,  1 Crochet  Hook  Filer,  4 Shoe- 
makers, 1 Wheelwright,  2 Painters,  1 Tinsmith,  1 Stonemason,  1 Paper 
Envelope  Maker,  1 Paper  Box  Maker,  2 Saddlers,  2 Blacksmiths,  1 Carpenter, 
2 Needle  Stampers,  3 Builders  and  Jobbers,  and  5 Cycle  and  Motor  Repairers. 

Scavenging. 

Astwood  Bank,  Hunt  End  and  Feckenham  are  regularly  scavenged. 
756  loads  of  ashes,  refuse  and  excrement  matter  have  been  removed. 

There  are  many  premises  in  the  District  with  no  proper  refuse  receptacle, 
and  these  need  to  be  dealt  with  in  future. 


Water  Supply. 

Considerable  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  Water  Supply  of  the  Village 
of  Feckenham.  During  the  year  I was  instructed  by  the  Council  to  take 
samples  of  water  from  every  well  in  the  Village  for  analysis.  This  has  been 
completed  and  with  a few  others  from  various  parts  of  the  District,  95  samples 
were  taken,  and  on  being  analysed  by  the  County  Analyst  most  of  them  were 
found  to  be  unfit  for  drinking  purposes. 

With  reference  to  Feckenham  Village,  some  improvement  as  to  its 
Sanitary  condition  was  carried  out  during  1913,  namely  : — - 

(1) .  A tip  for  refuse  and  excreta  was  provided. 

(2) .  20  privy  middens  were  converted  to  pail  closets. 

(3) .  Scavenging  is  and  has  been  carried  out  weekly. 

(4) .  18  pail  closets  were  renewed. 

Some  of  the  polluted  wells  were  puddled,  cleaned  out  and  properly 
covered  during  1913,  but  only  one  case,  in  which  I had  a new  well  sunk 
with  the  brickwork  laid  in  cement,  proved  effectual. 

The  old,  contaminated  wells  are  shallow,  and  the  brickwork  being  open 
jointed  and  the  tops  covered  with  oak  planks,  admit  surface  water  easily 
to  the  wells. 


Pigs,  fowls,  horses  and  cows  are  kept  in  the  Village,  besides  much  garden 
area  near  the  wells  is  cultivated  and  manured.  With  the  above  conditions 
it  seems  almost  impossible  to  prevent  pollution  of  the  wells.  If  new  wells 
were  sunk  on  those  premises  where  polluted  ones  exist  it  would  be  doubtful 
if  good  water  would  be  obtained  in  many  cases.  The  strata  is  probably  marl 
and  there  is  not  the  water  purification  as  would  be  the  case  in  a sandy  strata. 


Housing,  Town  Planning  Act  1909. 

No.  of  houses  inspected  _______  _ 

,,  ,,  houses  represented  as  unfit  for  habitation  - - - 1,317 

,,  ,,  Closing  Orders  made  by  the  bocal  Authority  - - 59 

,,  ,,  Closing  Orders  that  became  operative  _ _ _ \ 

,,  ,,  defects  remedied  without  Closing  Orders  _ _ _ 3 

,,  ,,  defects  remedied  after  Closing  Orders  _ _ _ _ 

,,  ,,  Closing  Orders  determined  _____  _ 

,,  ,,  houses  demolished  _______  _ 

,,  ,,  orders  to  execute  work  under  Section  15  — — — 40 

,,  ,,  orders  to  execute  work  under  Section  15  complied  with-  20 

,,  ,,  yards  paved  or  repaved  ______  _ 

,,  ,,  cases  of  overcrowding  abated  _____  2 

As  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  I carried  out  the  Housing  Survey 
of  my  District  and  found  that  59  houses  were  unfit  for  habitation,  but  could 
be  made  fit  if  sutficient  was  done  to  them. 

There  are  also  58  houses  in  the  District  in  which  more  than  one  family 
reside,  and  40  cases  of  overcrowding. 

It  is  doubtful  if  the  owners  will  do  what  is  required  to  make  the  59  houses 
fit  for  habitation,  especially  in  such  cases  where  the  owners  are  not  very  well 
off.  In  some  cases  on  sending  an  owner  a heavy  list  of  house  repairs  he  sells 
his  property,  which  causes  delay  in  getting  work  done.  There  is  certainly 
difficulty  in  getting  work  carried  out  to  very  defective  property,  and  until 
new  houses  are  provided  badly  defective  houses  cannot  be  dealt  with  effect- 
ually. 

Many  defects  which  can  be  defined  as  Nuisances  are  dealt  with  under  the 
1 875  Act. 

I am  of  the  opinion  that  more  notices  should  be  served  under  Section  15 
of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning  Act,  as  regards  a landlord's  obligation  to 
keep  his  property  in  reasonable  repair.  Owners  are  reluctant  in  carrying 
out  repairs  in  many  instances  owing  to  their  inability  to  raise  rents  to  meet 
the  cost.  It  would  take  many  years  rent  in  some  cases  to  do  work  necessary 
in  making  unfit  houses  fit  for  habitation. 

House  repairs  have  been  delayed  during  the  year  owing  to 

(1) .  Shortage  of  labour  in  the  building  trade. 

(2) .  Difficulty  in  getting  materials. 

Jobbing  Builders  are  scarce  in  this  District,  and  most  of  the  Builders 
who  do  repairs  are  Builders  who  carry  out  large  contracts.  The  Builders 
devoting  their  time  on  repairs  are  liable  to  cause  delay  in  house  building. 


Houses  Built  during  the  year.  One  large  bungalow,  one  cottage  adjoining 
a farm.  A bungalow  is  also  near  completion. 
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Sewers. 

The  sewers  in  the  District  have  given  little  trouble.  They  have  been 
regularly  flushed.  Some  new  main  sewer  pipes  were  put  in  at  Astwood  Bank, 
which  had  become  broken  owing  to  heavy  traffic. 

I am  sincerely  thankful  to  the  Council  and  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  assistance  rendered  to  me  in  carrying  out  my  duties  during 
the  past  year. 

A tabular  Statement  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  follows. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  WATTING,  A.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 
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FECKENHAM  RURAE  DISTRICT. 

INSPECTOR'S  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  WORK  COMPEETED  IN 
THE  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER  1919. 


Infectious  Disease. 

1 

1 

No.  of  houses  disinfected  after  notifiable  disease 
Eots  of  bedding,  clothing,  &c.,  disinfected  or 
destroyed 

Compensation  paid  for  destruction  - - 

Cases  of  illegal  exposure  reported  (P.H.  Act  1875, 
Sec.  26)  ______ 

40 

40 

Houses 

No.  of  houses  erected  _ _ _ _ - 

2 

(Housing,  Town 

No.  of  houses  inspected—  _ _ _ _ 

1,317 

Planning  &c. 

No.  represented  as  unfit  for  habitation  - - 

59 

Act,  1909). 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  made  by  the  Eocal  Author- 

ity  _____  - _ 

1 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  that  became  operative  - 
No.  of  houses  with  defects  remedied  without 

3 

Closing  Orders  _ _ _ _ _ 

No.  of  houses  with  defects  remedied  after  Clos- 

— 

ing  Orders 

— 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  determined  _ - _ 

— 

No.  of  houses  demolished  _ _ _ _ 

— 

No.  of  Orders  to  execute  work  under  Section  15 
No.  of  Orders  to  execute  work  under  Section  15 

40 

complied  with  _ _ _ _ _ 

20 

No.  of  yards  paved  or  repaved  _ _ _ 

10 

No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated  - - 

2 

Moveable 

No.  observed  ______ 

1 

Dwellings, 
Caravans,  &c. 

No.  dealt  with,  as  insanitary  _ _ _ 

ouse-drains. 

No.  laid  or  relaid 

13 

No.  trapped,  ventilated  and  repaired  - - 

13 

No.  of  obstructed  drains  dealt  with  - - 

4 

No.  of  house-drains  tested  _ _ _ _ 

No.  of  insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals 

23 

rectified-  ______ 

6 

No.  of  urinals  on  licensed  premises  inspected  - 

8 

No.  of  dumb  wells  rectified  - - _ - 

4 

Water  Closets. 

No.  of  additional  W.C.’s  provided  - - - 

13 

No.  repaired,  ventilated  and  supplied  with  water 

— 

Privies  and 

No.  of  additional  privies  and  ashpits  provided  - 

8 

Ashpits. 

No.  of  pail  closets  & privies  converted  to  W.C.'s 

— 

No.  converted  to  pail-closets  - - _ - 

4 

No.  repaired  ______ 

17 

Scavenging. 

No.  of  houses  from  which  refuse  was  removed  - 

489 

No.  of  privies  and  ashpits  cleansed  _ _ _ 

329 

No.  of  portable  receptacles  cleansed  - - 

13 

No.  of  loads  of  ashes  and  excrement  removed  - 

756 

How  often  is  house  refuse  removed  - - 

Monthly 

Smoke  Nuisances. 

No.  under  observation  _ _ - _ _ 

4 

No.  abated 

— 

Offensive  Trades 
(Sec.  112  P.H.A. 
1875,  Sec.  51 
P.H.A. A. A. 
1907). 

No.  under  observation  - - - - - 

No.  improperly  conducted  _ _ _ _ 

No.  newly  established,  with  consent  of  Council- 

3 

Water  Supply. 

No.  of  wells  sunk  _ _ _ _ _ 



No.  of  wells  cleansed  and  repaired  - - - 

1 

No.  of  wells  closed  as  polluted  _ _ _ 

2 

No.  of  disused  wells  abolished  _ _ _ 

No.  of  houses  supplied  from  waterworks  during 

2 

year  _______ 

342 

No.  of  samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis  - 

No.  of  houses  with  contaminated  or  deficient 

95 

water-supplies  dealt  with  _ _ _ 

No.  of  houses  erected  or  rebuilt,  for  which  water 

9 

certificates  were  given  _ _ - - 

2 

Slaughter  Houses. 

No.  registered  ______ 

6 

No.  licensed—  ______ 

1 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired  _ _ _ _ 

1 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  — - 

Cases  of  slaughtering  on  unlicensed  premises 

Weekly 

reported  ______ 

— 

Are  Byelaws  in  force  thoroughly  carried  out  - 

Yes 

Factories  and 

No.  under  inspection  _ _ _ _ _ 

50 

Workshops. 

No.  certified  for  limewashing  by  Inspector  - 

No.  of  insanitary  conditions  dealt  with  as  nuis- 

8 

ances  _______ 

No.  employing  “ young  persons,”  &c.,  reported 

4 

to  Medical  Officer  of  Health  _ _ _ 

— 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  - - 

Quarterly 

No.  of  outworkers’  premises  inspected  - - 

119 

Shop  Hours’  Act. 

No.  of  shops  under  supervision  - - - 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Act  dealt  with  - - 

— 

I^urveyors  of  Milk. 

No.  of—  — — — — — — — 

28 

Dairies. 

No.  registered  ______ 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts,  Orders  and  Bye- 

7 

laws  dealt  with  _ _ _ _ _ 

28 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  - - 

Monthly 

No.  of  infected  milk  supplies  dealt  with  - - 



Approximate  No.  of  milking  cows  in  District  - 

200 

Cowsheds. 

No.  registered  - - - - - - 

28 

No.  of  infected  milk  supplies  reported  - - 

— 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  - - 

Monthly 

Canal  Boats. 

No.  of  boats  on  register  _ _ _ _ 

_ 

No.  of  boats  registered  during  year  — - _ 

— 

No.  of  certificates  renewed  _ _ _ _ 

No.  of  boats  inspected  (for  registration  or  other- 

— 

wise)  _______ 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts  and  Regulations 

dealt  with  ______ 

— 
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Dodging  Houses. 

No.  on  register 

No.  regularly  inspected  - — — — - 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired  _ _ _ - 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  — - 

— 

Food. 

No.  of  seizures  as  unfit  for  consumption  — - 

— 

Amount  destroyed  as  unfit  for  consumption  - 
Amount  voluntarily  surrendered  as  unfit  for  con- 

sumption  ______ 

— 

Food  and  Drugs’ 

No.  of  samples  taken  for  analysis  - - - 

— 

Act. 

No.  of  samples  certified  genuine  _ _ - 

— 

No.  of  samples  certified  adulterated  - - 

— 

Animals  kept  so  as 
to  be  a Nuisance 

No.  of  cases  of  removal  on  notice  — — - 

2 

Accumulation  of 
Offensive  Refuse 

No.  of  removals  ------ 

5 

Legal  Proceedings 

No.  of  convictions  obtained  with  regard  to  in- 

sanitary  conditions  - _ - - 

No.  of  convictions  obtained  with  regard  to  un- 

sound  food  ------ 

— 

Clerical  Work. 

No.  of  letters  sent  out  - - - - - 

500 

No.  of  preliminary  notices  served  - - - 

40 

No.  of  Statutory  notices  served  — — - 

5 

No.  of  Statutory  notices  complied  with  - - 

1 

No.  of  Statutory  notices  outstanding  — - 

4 

Remarks. 

The  sewage  tanks  at  Feckenham  and  Broadhurst  have  been  cleaned  out 
during  the  year.  At  Crabb’s  Cross  outfall  a cesspool  was  fenced  in. 

The  water-supply  from  the  Bast  Worcestershire  Waterworks  failed 
during  the  summer  and  I had  to  have  a tap  fixed  to  a street  hydrant  for 
consumers  to  obtain  water. 

Ten  houses,  a factory  and  farm  have  been  coupled  up  and  newly  supplied 
with  water  from  the  mains. 


Housing. 

Housing  Scheme  sites  have  been  selected  for  building  10  houses  at  Astwood 
Bank  and  4 at  Cookhill. 

(Signed)  HARRY  WATTING, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


Date  January  12th  1920. 
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Jo  the  Pershore  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  My  L/Ord,  IvAdies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1919. 
Copies  will,  as  required,  be  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  County  Council. 

As  several  questions  applicable  to  your  District  are  dealt  with  in  my 
prefatory  remarks  in  " General  ObservaUons,”  I refer  you  to  them  in  con- 
nection with  this  Report. 


STATISTICS. 

The  following  Tables  I.  and  II.  deal  with  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the 
District. 

Table  I.  records  the  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1919,  together  with 
certain  average  rates  for  periods  shown  under  the  respective  headings. 


Tabee  I. 

Estimated  Population  for  Birth-rate  (a) 

for  1919  for  Death-rate  (b) 


12,405 

11,908 


Males. 

94 


Number  of  Births. 

Females. 

98 


Total. 

192 


1919. 

15*5 


Birth-rates  per  1,000  of  Population. 
Averages  for  years 


1918-1914. 

16-7 


191.3-1909.  1908-1904. 

21-3  23-0 


1903-1899. 

24-5 


Males. 

68 


Number  of  Deaths. 

Females. 

90 


Total. 

158 


Death-rates  per  1,000  of  Population. 

Averages  for  years 

1919.  1918-1914.  1913-1909.  1908-1904.  1903-1899. 

13-3  15-2  13-9  14-7  14-9 


Infant  Mortality. 

Number  of  Deaths  under  one  year. 

Average  number  for  years 

1919.  1918-1914.  1913-1909.  1908-1904.  1903-1899. 

11  12  20  27  27 


Rate  per  1,000  of  Births  registered. 

1918-1914.  1913-1909.  1908-1904.  1903-1899. 

51  71  93  83 


1919. 

57 


59 


Illegitimates. 

1919.  1918.  1917. 

Number  of  Births  ---17  19  11 

Number  of  Deaths  under  1 year  6 1- 

(a)  Refers  to  children  of  Civilians  and  Soldiers. 

(b)  Civilians  only. 


1916. 

13 


Table  II. 


Causes  of  Death. 

(Civilians  only). 

Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

All  causes  - - _ - 

— 

— 

68 

90 

— 

Measles  — _ _ _ 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  _ _ _ 

— 



2 

2 

4 

Influenza  — _ _ _ 

— 

— 

8 

4 

12 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  — 

_ 

— 

4 

6 

10 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  - 

— 

— 

7 

9 

16 

Rheumatic  Fever  - - 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Organic  Heart  Disease  - 

— 

_ 

2 

7 

9 

Bronchitis  — — — — 

— 

_ 

5 

7 

12 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  - - 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  - 

— 

— 

5 

1 

6 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  - - 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

— 

— 

2 

3 

5 

Congenital  Debility,  &c.  - 

— 

— 

1 

4 

5 

Violence  apart  from  Suicide 

— 

— 

2 

2 

4 

Suicide  _ _ _ _ 

— 

— 

3 

1 

4 

Other  defined  Diseases  - 

— 

— 

21 

38 

59 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Totals 

— 

68 

90 

158 

BIRTH-RATR. 

Table  I shows  that  the  Birth-rate  for  1919  (15-5)  is  low,  and  below  the 
average  rate  for  either  of  the  four  quinquennial  years  1899-1918.  This  Table 
also  shows  the  regrettable  fact  that  the  District  Birth-rates  have  gradually 
declined  for  several  years  past.  The  Birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for 
1919  was  18-5. 

Seventeen  (17)  of  the  192  births  registered  last  year  were  illegitimate, 
and  6 of  these  (35%)  died  before  they  attained  one  year  of  age.  On  the  other 
hand,  of  the  175  legitimate  births,  only  5 (3-0%)  died.  This  confirms  the 
well-known  fact  that  the  death-rate  of  illegitimate  children  is  much  higher 
than  that  of  legitimate  infants,  for  which  reason  the  County  Health  Visitors 
give  special  attention  to  illegitimate  infants. 


DEATH-RATE. 

The  Death-rate  from  all  causes  for  1919  (13-3)  is  low,  and  lower  than 
any  of  the  average  rates  for  the  quinquennial  years  1899-1918.  The  corres- 
ponding Death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  (13-8)  was  also  very  low. 
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INFANTII.E  MORTALITY. 

Another  very  satisfactory  feature  of  the  above  Statistics  is  that  the 
Infantile  Mortality  for  1919  is  low  (57),  but  not  quite  as  low  as  that  for  the 
quinquennial  period  1914-1918  (51). 

The  corresponding  mortality  for  England  and  Wales  was  89. 

Tabi,e  III. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  one  year  of  age. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under 

1 month. 

1-3 

months. 

3-6 

months. 

6-9 

months. 

9-12 

months. 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

1 year. 

Premature  Birth  — 

4 

_ 

__ 

_ 



4 

Convulsions  - - 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Debilitv  - - 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Influenza  — — 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

1 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

1 

Other  Causes  - - 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Totals  — 

8 

— 

— 

1 

2 

11 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

Table  IV.  shows  the  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  and  those  sent 
to  Hospital  during  1919  : — 

Tabee  IV. 


Diseases. 

No.  of 

Notified. 

Cases 

Sent  to 
Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever  _ _ — 



130 

121 

4 

Diphtheria  - - - - 

— — 

17 

12 

— 

Influenzal  Pneumonia  - 

— — 

10 

— 

3 

Malaria  _ _ - - 

— — 

5 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  - _ - - 

— — 

7 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis  _ _ _ 

— — 

1 

1 

— 

Measles  _ _ — — 

— — 

275 

— 

1 

German  Measles  - - 

— — 

3 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Septiceamia  - - 

— — 

1 

— 

- 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  - 

— — 

15 

— 

10 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  - 

— — 

5 

— 

3 

Totals  - 

469 

134 

21 

SCARIvET  FEVER. 

Table  V.  shows  the  monthly  incidence  of  the  130  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,, 
121  of  which  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  ; — 

Table  V. 


Docality. 

No.  of  Cases  in  each  month. 

Total. 

Deaths. 

Power  Moor  - - - 

April  1 - - - - - 

1 

Naunton  Beauchamp  — 

May  2 ; June  5 — — — 

7 

_ 

Broughton  Hackett  — 

J une  2 - — — — — 

2 

__ 

Pinvin  _ _ _ 

J uly  1 ; December  1 — — 

2 

_ 

Peopleton  _ _ _ 

March  2 — _ _ _ 

2 



Upton  Snodsbury  - - 

F'eb.  1 ; May  3 ; June  3 - - 

7 

Dower  Cowsden  - - 

June  4 ; December  1 — — 

5 

_ 

Birlingham  — — — 

October  1 — — — _ 

1 

_ 

Wadborough  - — 

November  1 ; December  1 — 

2 

___ 

Flvford  Flavell  - 

December  3 — — — — 

3 



Cropthorne  - - - 

November  3 — — — — 

3 



Little  Comberton  — 

November  1 — — — - 

1 



Drakes  Broughton  - 

November  4 — — — — 

4 

1 

Grafton  Flyford  — - 

December  1 — — — — 

1 

— 

Kington  _ _ _ 

December  2 - - - - 

2 



Eckington  - - _ 

Sept.  1 ; Oct.  7 ; Nov.  3 ; Dec.  1 

12 



Pershore  _ - _ 

April  1 ; July  1 ; Aug.  2 ; vSept. 
1 ; Oct.  19  ; Nov.  35  ; Dec.  16 

75 

3 

Totals  - 

Feb.  1 ; Mar.  2 ; April  2 ; May 

5 ; June  14  ; July  2 ; Aug.  2 ; 
Sept.  2 ; Oct.  27  ; Nov.  47  ; 
Dec.  26  — — — - 

130 

4 

Table  V.  shows  you  that  the  130  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  4 deaths 
occurred  in  17  different  localities  in  your  District  ; and  that  the  principal 
outbreak  was  in  the  Parish  of  Pershore,  no  less  than  75  cases  having  been 
notified  in  this  Town  ; and  one  of  these  was  notified  in  April,  1 in  J uly,  2 in 
August,  1 in  September,  19  in  October,  35  in  November  and  16  in  December, 
making  a total  of  75  in  all.  During  the  present  Quarter  8 cases  have  occurred 
in  the  Town,  viz.,  6 in  January,  1 in  February,  and  1 in  March.  From  this 
statement  you  will  see  that  the  outbreak  began  to  assume  epidemic  proportion 
in  October  and  reached  its  height  in  November,  since  when  it  has  gradually 
declined. 

The  ages  of  the  persons  attacked  between  April  and  December  1919  were 
as  under  : — 


Under  5 years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

5 and  under 

10 

years 

— 

— 

— 

27 

10  „ 

15 

* > 

— 

— 

26 

lb  J , , , 

20 

t > 

— 

— 

— 

10 

20  „ 

25 

y r 

— 

— 

— 

4 

35  ,, 

45 

} f 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Over 

45 

} > 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Total  - - 75 


This  shows  that  53  of  the  75  cases  occurred  in  children  between  five  and 
fifteen  years  of  age.  The  majority  of  the  cases  were  mild  in  character. 
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I considered  from  time  to  time  whether  it  was  desirable  to  close  the 
Schools,  but  owing  to  the  fact  that  many  of  the  mild  cases  would  not  have  been 
heard  of  if  this  had  been  done,  I decided,  after  conferring  with  the  Medical 
men,  that  it  would  be  undesirable  to  do  so.  Your  Sanitary  Inspector  and  I 
were  in  constant  communication  with  the  Head  Teachers,  who  enabled  us  to 
find  out  cases  which  were  not  under  Medical  supervision.  One  of  the  Assistant 
County  Medical  Ofiicers  carefully  examined  the  School  children,  but  did  not 
detect  any  child  in  School  in  an  infectious  condition. 


A point  I carefully  considered  in  connection  with  this  outbreak  was  the 
milk  supplies  of  the  various  families  ; and  I found  that  these  were  obtained 
from  no  less  than  6 purveyors  : in  fact  the  character  of  the  outbreak  was  not 
that  of  one  due  to  milk  ; for  such  outbreaks  always  occur  as  sudden  outbursts, 
whereas  this  epidemic  was  spread  over  many  weeks.  In  short,  I am  convinced 
that  personal  infection  was  the  way  in  which  the  disease  was  disseminated. 
With  your  approval  I issued  a leaflet  explaining  the  etiology  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
and  the  precautions  desirable  ; and  this  was  very  freely  distributed  in  all  the 
localities  where  Scarlet  Fever  occurred. 


The  local  outbreaks  of  Scarlet  Fever  caused  a great  strain  upon  the 
Isolation  Hospital.  One  patient  deliberately  ran  away  from  that  Institution 
while  he  was  in  an  infectious  condition,  and  consequently  at  the  Pershore 
Police  Court  held  on  the  27th  January  1920  he  was  fined  10/-  for  assault  on 
the  Nurse,  and  10/-  for  exposing  himself  whilst  in  an  infectious  condition. 


As  these  outbreaks  have  been  reported  at  your  monthly  Meetings,  they 
require  no  comment  here. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

Table  VI.  shows  where  the  17  Diphtheria  cases  occurred  : — 


Tabpe  VI. 


Eocality. 

No.  of  Cases  in  each  month. 

Total. 

Deaths. 

Spetchley  _ - - 

May  1 - - - — - 

1 

— 

Norton  _ _ _ 

June  2 - - - - - 

2 

— 

Wyre  - - - - 

Jime  1 - - - - - 

1 

— 

Whittington  - - 

July  1 - 

1 

— 

Eckington  - - - 

J uly  4 ; August  3 - - - 

7 

— 

Defford  _ _ _ 

October  1 - - - - 

1 

— 

Pershore  _ _ - 

August  3 ; December  1 - - 

4 

— 

Totals  - - 

May  1 : J une  3 ; J uly  5 ; Aug.  6 ; 
Oct.  1 ; December  1 - - 

, 

17 

— 

Twelve  (12)  of  these  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital. 
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MEASLES. 

Table  VII.  shows  the  monthly  incidence  of  this  disease  : — 


Table  VII. 


Locality. 

No.  of  Cases 
in  each  month. 

Total. 

Reported  to 
Health 
Visitor. 

Little  Comberton  - 

January  2 - - - 

2 



Defford  _ _ _ 

March  4 ; April  22  ; Sept.  1 

27 

27 

Pershore  _ _ _ 

Jan.  2 ; March  1 ; April  3 ; 
May  5 ; June  158  ; July 
40  ; August  2 - - 

211 

203 

Besford  _ _ - 

April  3 - - - - 

3 

3 

Eckington  - - - 

May  1 ; August  1 - - 

2 

1 

Pensham  _ _ _ 

Jime  3 ; Julv  3 - - 

6 

6 

Comberton  - - - 

June  1 - - - - 

1 

1 

Wadborough  - - 

Jime  1 ; July  4 - - 

5 

5 

Whittington  - - 

June  1 - - - - 

1 

1 

Pinvin  _ _ _ 

July  1 ; Sept.  2 ; Oct.  4 - 

7 

7 

Wick  - - - - 

J uly  2 - 

2 

2 

Peopleton  - - - 

August  1 ; Sept.  4 - - 

5 

5 

Flyford  Flavell  - - 

September  1 - - - 

1 

1 

Throckmorton  - - 

September  1 - - - 

1 

1 

Bishampton  - - - 

September  1 - - - 

1 

1 

Totals  - 

Jan.  4 ; Mar.  5 ; April  28  ; 

May  6 ; Jime  164  ; July 
50  ; Aug.  4 : Sept.  10  ; 
October  4 - - - 

275 

264 

There  was  one  death  from  this  disease,  which  occurred  at  Pershore  on 
13th  June  1919. 

Table  VII.  shows  you  that  no  less  than  275  cases  of  Measles  were  notified 
in  Pershore  during  the  year,  from  which  it  is  obvious  that  the  Town  of  Pershore 
suffered  from  two  epidemics  last  year,  viz.,  vScarlet  Fever  and  Measles. 

One  himdred  and  sixty-four  (164)  of  the  cases  occurred  in  the  month  of 
J une,  and  264  of  them  were  placed  under  the  care  of  the  Local  Health  Visitor, 
who  advised  as  to  the  precautions  that  were  necessary. 

As  Table  VIII.  will  show  you,  it  became  necessary  to  close  the  Pershore 
Schools  in  Jime  on  account  of  this  disease. 

ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS. 

[Infantile  Paralysis). 

This  case  occurred  at  Naunton  Beauchamp  in  a child  of  6 years  and 
8 months  old,  and  was  an  old-standing  one.  As  I have  previously  informed 
you.  Infantile  Paralysis  is  an  obscure  disease  about  which  little  is  known. 

The  child,  I understand,  was  treated  not  only  by  his  Medical  Attendant, 
but  by  a Surgeon  at  the  Worcester  Infirmary  ; and  it  seems  to  be  probable 
that  the  lad,  who  is  of  weak  intellect,  will  never  completely  recover. 
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GERMAN  MEASLES. 

Three  (3)  cases  of  German  Measles  were  notified,  viz.,  2 in  March  and 
1 in  April. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  ages  of  the  15  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified  were  as 
under  : — 

1 was  between  5 and  10  years. 

2 were  ,,  20  ,,  25  ,, 

4 25  35 

2 ,,  „ 35  ,,  45 

1 was  ,,  45  ,,  55  ,, 

In  5 cases  the  age  was  not  stated. 

I refer  you  to  my  “ General  Observations  " for  further  information  about 
this  disease. 


INFLUENZA. 

There  were  12  deaths  from  Influenza  and  3 from  Pneumonia,  a disorder 
which  frequently  follows  Influenza.  In  consequence  of  this  disease  it  was 
necessary  to  close  the  Bredicot,  Wyre,  Cropthorne,  Fladbury,  Eckington  and 
Grafton  Flyford  Schools. 

I refer  you  to  my  remarks  under  " General  Observations  " with  regard 
to  this  disease. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

The  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  was  notified  in  December,  but  as  it  did 
not  occur  in  the  practice  of  a Midwife  and  was  throughout  under  the  care  of 
a Doctor,  no  official  action  was  necessary. 

MALARIA. 

All  5 cases  notified  occurred  in  soldiers  who  contracted  their  disease 
abroad.  As  this  disease  is  referred  to  under  “ General  Observations  ” I need 
say  nothing  more  here. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  following  Schools  were  closed  during  the  year  on  account  of  outbreaks 
of  Infectious  Disease  ; — 

Table  VIII. 


School. 

Closed  from 

Until 

Cause. 

Bredicot  - - 

3rd 

March 

17th  March 

Influenza. 

Upton  Snodsbury  - 

6th 

March 

24  th  March 

Colds. 

Wyre  C.E.  - 

10th 

March 

24th  March 

Influenza. 

Cropthorne  P.  - 

10  th 

March 

24th  March 

> > 

Fladbury  - - 

7th 

March 

24th  March 

y y 

Eckington  - - 

18th 

March 

31st  March 

y y 

Flyford  Flavell  - 

28th 

February 

17th  March 

y y 

Upton  Snodsbury  - 

26th 

May 

2nd  June 

Disinfection 
(after  Scarlet 
Fever). 

Pershore  C.  - - 

4th 

J une 

30th  J une 

Measles. 

Defiord  - - 

14th 

April 

Easter  Holidays 

Measles  and 
Mumps. 

Eckington  C.E.  - 

28th 

July 

10th  August 

Diphtheria. 

Pershore  C.E.-  - 

17th 

October 

20th  October 

For  disinfection. 

Flyford  Flavell  - 

3rd 

December 

Christmas  Holidays 

Scarlet  Fever. 
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SANITARY  WORK. 

There  is  undoubtedly  a large  amount  of  Sanitary  work  (other  than  that 
for  dealing  with  common  nuisances),  such  as  Housing,  Water  Supplies,  and 
Drainage,  needed  in  your  District  ; nearly  all  of  which  I have  brought  to 
your  notice  in  several  previous  Annual  Reports. 

HOUSING. 

Improvement  of  the  Housing  accommodation  is  the  Sanitary  problem 
which  is  the  most  urgent.  Unfortunately,  owing  to  a fire  at  your  late  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  house,  all  the  Housing  “ Records  ” compiled  under  the  obligatory 
Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  1910  ” were  destroyed,  and 
consequently  this  work  has  to  be  done  over  again.  Your  present  Sanitary 
Inspector  (Mr.  Jacques)  is  however  proceeding  with  it,  as  time  permits. 
The  " Form  of  Survey  of  Housing  Needs  ” which  the  Ministry  of  Health 
required  should  be  sent  to  them  in  October,  was  forwarded  by  your  Clerk 
in  due  course  ; and  the  following  are  a few  of  the  statements  it  contained  ; — 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  the  District  - _ _ _ 3,080 

Average  No.  of  working  class  houses  built  annually  during 

the  5 years  before  the  War  — — — — — 16 

No.  of  houses  intended  for  one  family  only,  which  are 

occupied  by  two  or  more  families  - Impossible  to  state. 

No.  of  houses  required  during  the  next  3 years  to — 

(a)  Meet  the  unsatisfied  demand  for  houses  - - 180 

(b)  To  replace  other  dwellings  which  are  unfit  for 

human  habitation  - _ _ _ _ 49 

220 


No.  of  inhabited  houses  which  are  not,  and  cannot  be  made 

fit  for  human  habitation  — — — — — — 49 

(N.B. — The  places  where  these  are  were  set  out). 

No.  of  houses  which  are  seriously  defective  but  can  be  made 

habitable  - - - - - - - - 115 

Approximate  No.  of  new  houses  to  be  provided  in  18 

Parishes,  viz.  : — _______  2OO 

Pinvin  ______  20 

Peopleton  ------  6 

Defford  ------  9 

Cropthorne  _ - _ _ _ 15 

Throckmorton  _ _ - _ _ 6 

Bishampton  -----  12 

Eckington  -----  - 12 

Birlingham  _ - - - _ 42 

White  Radies  Aston  - - - - 9 

Churchill  ------  8 

Bredicot  ------  3 

Moor  ------  - 9 

Fladbury  -----  - 12 

Naunton  Beauchamp  — — — — 2 

Whittington  - _ - _ _ 9 

Wyre  ------  g 

Pershore  — -In  Town,  Holy  Cross  - - 32 

,,  St.  x\ndrew’s  - - - 19 

,,  Out  Town,  Broughton  - - 6 

,,  ,,  Wadborough  - 6 

Total  - - 200 
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These,  / am  informed,  are  your  house-building  proposals  ; but  several 
sites  are  not  yet  arranged  for,  nor  has  building  yet  begun,  and  I believe  there 
is  no  doubt  that  this  large  prograninie  cannot  be  carried  out  in  the  near  future. 


The  question  of  the  water-supply  in  many  localities  where  it  is  proposed 
to  build  houses  will  need  careful  consideration  ; for  in  many  parts  of  the 
District  (see  my  Special  Report  on  the  Water-supply  of  the  District  dated 
August  1909)  the  water-supplies  are  either  inadequate  or  unfit  (or  both)  for 
domestic  use. 


WATER  SUP  PRIES. 

It  is  now  beginning  to  be  felt — especially  in  the  Town  of  Pershore — that 
the  Water  supplies  of  many  parts  of  your  District  are  (as  shown  in  my  Special 
Report  dated  August  1909)  inadequate  and  polluted  ; and  I believe  it  is 
being  gradually  realized  that  I am  not  the  extravagant  “ crank  ” and  "faddist” 
which  large  numbers  of  the  local  ratepayers  at  one  time  thought  me  to  be. 
If  my  suggestions  with  regard  to  Water  supplies  had  been  acted  upon,  when 
I made  them,  it  is  unquestionable,  that  very  large  sums  of  money,  which  must 
ultimately  be  expended  upon  Water  schemes,  would  have  been  saved, 
b'urtherniore,  it  seems  as  if  sources  of  Water-supply  then  available,  cannot 
now  be  obtained.  Apropos  of  this  latter  point,  I trust  the  time  will  not  be 
long  before  sources  of  Water-supply  can — upon  equitable  terms — be  obtained 
compulsorily  in  the  same  way  that  land  for  Sewerage  and  Housing  Schemes 
can  be  acquired. 

The  Water-supply  of  the  Town  of  Pershore  has  from  time  to  time  been 
under  consideration  ” since  I first  called  attention  to  it  on  November  14th 
1893  : and  recently  a Special  Committee  has  again  retained  the  services  of 
Messrs.  Willcox  and  Raikes — -the  well-known  Sanitary  Engineers — to  advise 
as  to  a practicable  Water-scheme.  xAs  this  question  is  still  " sub  judice  ” 
I make  no  further  allusion  to  it. 

SEWERAGE. 

Once  more  it  is  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  the  extremely  bad 
condition  of  the  sewerage  of  the  Town  of  Pershore,  which  I first  reported  in 
1893. 

You  will  notice  that  your  Sanitary  Inspector  in  his  Annual  Report  says 
" several  of  the  Pershore  sewers  have  been  blocked  and  others  have  fallen  in.” 
This  state  of  things  often  occurs,  and  I agree  with  your  Inspector  when  he 
says  " the  state  of  the  sewerage  in  Pershore  is  very  bad.”  Even  so,  as  I have 
often  stated  before,  a Sewerage  Scheme  for  Pershore  cannot  be  undertaken 
until  a Water  Scheme  has  been  carried  out. 

Peopleton  Street  Drains.  As  you  well  know,  the  street  drains  in  this 
Village  are  flat  and  defective,  and  I stated  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1913 
(p.  50),  " This  added  to  the  unsatisfactory  Water-supply  makes  Peopleton 
" insanitary.” 

Ditch  Sewers.  Of  these,  your  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  as  follows  , 
I should  like  to  point  out  the  very  bad  state  of  many  parish  ditches,  which 
" constitute  open  sewers  in  many  cases.  I would  advise  the  Council  to  give 
" these  due  attention.” 

The  " ditch  sewer  ” at  Pinvin  is  one  to  which  I have  long  called  attention, 
as  it  is  quite  close  to  some  cottages. 
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vS  CAVKX(',IN('r.  vSI,ATT(;hT1<:R-H()UvSI-:S.  DAIRIIvvS  and  COWvSIIKDS. 
FACTORIES  AND  WORKvSIIOPS.  HOP-PICKIvRvS. 

As  Mr.  J acques  reports  on  all  these  places,  I need  say  nothing  about 
them,  with  the  exception  of  “ Scavenging  ” and  " Slaughter-houses.” 


vSCAVFNGINd. 

The  methods  of  Scavenging  in  the  Town  of  Pershore  have  been  improved 
during  the  past  year  ; but  until  the  large  middens  (many  of  which  have  to 
be  cleansed  through  dwelling-houses,  a most  filthy  state  of  things)  have  been 
swept  away,  the  excrement  disposal  of  Pershore  (which  I first  reported  upon 
in  1893)  must  be  considered  extremely  bad.  l\Ir.  Jacques  suggests  replacing 
the  midden  closets,  with  pail  closets,  and  adds  ” although  this  is  not  an  ideal 
system,  it  ensures  frequent  removals.”  I agree  with  this  ; provided  the 
pails  have  ” spring  lids,”  which  would  greatly  mitigate  the  present  nuisances 
caused  by  carrying  excrementitious  refuse  through  houses. 

HORSF  SLAUGHTERING. 

A Knacker’s  Yard  has  been  ” licensed  ” by  you  at  Moor,  and  I strongly 
advise  that  annual  licenses  only  should  be  granted  for  this  place  : as  it  is  an 
offensive  trade  which  your  Inspector  should  carefully  watch,  and  frequently 
visit  the  premises  where  it  is  being  carried  out.  P'or  if  this  is  not  done,  I 
think  it  not  unlikely  that  the  Moor  Slaughter-house  will,  if  improperly  con- 
ducted, be  a decided  nuisance.  On  the  other  hand,  (1)  if  the  premises  are 
kept  quite  clean,  (2)  no  offal  is  thrown  outside  the  buildings,  (3)  fumes  from 
boiling  destroyed  as  proposed,  and  (4)  the  liquid  refuse  effectively  purified 
before  passing  into  the  ditch,  this  trade  is  capable  of  being  conducted  without 
nuisance  : for  I know  a far  larger  horse-slaughtering  premises  at  Oldbury — 
a populous  place — where  much  business  is  done,  without  causing  nuisance. 

I append  Mr.  Jacques’  Report. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


G.  H.  POSBROKE,  D.P.H.  Camb.. 

County  Medical  Officer  and  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  Rural  District  of 
Pershore. 

Public  Health  Offices, 

29  Foregate  Street, 

Worcester. 

March  1920. 
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Annual  Report  of  Sa^iitary  hispector, 

Mr.  Chairman,  My  Cord  and  Gentrkmen, 

I herewith  submit  my  first  Annual  Report  of  work  executed  during  the 
year  ended  31st  December  1919. 

The  work  carried  out  includes  house-to-house  inspections,  inspections 
of  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milk  Shops,  Bakehouses,  Slaughter-houses,  Work- 
shops and  outworkers’  premises,  making  the  necessary  investigations  in  cases 
of  infectious  disease,  and  carrying  out  the  disinfection  after  same,  obtaining 
samples  of  water  for  analysis,  supervision  of  scavenging  of  the  Township  of 
Pershore,  examination  of  plans  for  new  buildings,  supervising  building  oper- 
ations, and  the  testing  of  drains,  &c. 

Owing  to  the  very  vague  records  handed  to  me  by  my  predecessor  the 
particulars  in  this  Report  only  date  from  the  time  I took  office  in  May  1919. 


Three  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  past  year  ; and  now  the  supply 
of  materials  and  labour  is  better,  in  almost  every  case  when  the  owner  has  been 
approached  for  repairs,  the  matter  has  received  attention. 

Houses  are  still  urgently  required  in  almost  every  Parish.  This  want 
of  houses  is  causing  in  many  cases  serious  overcrowding,  wRich  is  impossible 
to  remedy  until  there  is  proper  Housing  accommodation.  I would  urge  the 
Council  to  push  forward  with  all  speed  their  Housing  Schemes. 

If  houses  were  erected,  especially  in  the  near  neighbourhood  of  Pershore, 
of  rentals  not  exceeding  6/-  per  week,  this  would  empty  smaller  houses  which 
are  now  occupied  by  people  who  require  a house  as  afore  mentioned,  and  in 
time  this  would  relieve  slum  property. 

I have  inspected  124  houses  since  my  appointment  under  the  Housing 
and  Town  Planning  Act  1909-1919,  3 of  which  were  unfit  for  habitation. 


Water-supply . 

Pershore  District  still  lacks  an  adequate  Water-supply.  The  present 
means  of  supply  is  by  shallow  wells,  which  are  far  from  satisfactory,  as  it  is 
impossible  to  obtain  good  drinking  water  from  such  sources.  I would  urge 
the  Council  to  push  forward  the  negotiations  for  obtaining  a Water-supply 
with  all  speed,  as  difficulties  will  arise  with  the  Housing  Schemes,  as  the 
Ministry  of  Health  will  not  sanction  any  Scheme  without  an  adequate  Water- 
supply. 

A new  petrol  engine  has  been  provided  at  the  Wyre  Water-supply 
Pumping  Station  in  place  of  the  original  Crossley  oil  engine,  which  did  yeoman 
service  for  many  years.  The  new  engine  is  above  its  work  and  satisfactory. 

The  Water-supply  at  the  Council  Cottages,  Pinvin,  again  failed  in  the 
summer  and  water  had  to  be  carted  from  Pershore.  This  deplorable  state  of 
affairs  needs  the  careful  consideration  of  the  Council. 

Sewerage. 

No  works  of  sewerage  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year.  Several 
of  the  Pershore  sewers  have  been  blocked  and  others  have  fallen  in.  I regret 
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to  say  the  state  of  the  sewerage  in  Pershore  is  very  bad  and  should,  after  the 
\\  ater  Scheme  is  settled,  be  the  next  undertaking  to  be  entered  upon  by 
the  Council. 


Whilst  dealing  with  this  question,  I would  like  to  point  out  the  very  bad 
state  of  many  Parish  ditches,  which  constitute  open  sewers  in  many  cases. 
I would  urge  the  Council  to  give  these  their  due  attention. 


Scavengi)i<^. 

On  taking  over  my  duties  my  Scavenging  staff  consisted  of  three  men,  one 
horse,  and  two  carts  ; this  was  totally  inadequate  to  cope  with  the  enormous 
accumulation  of  refuse  of  every  description.  This  state  of  affairs  I reported 
to  my  first  Parochial  Committee  ; they  authorised  me  to  increase  my  staff 
and  horses.  This  I did,  and  after  a very  strenuous  time  I am  pleased  to  say 
my  work  is  well  in  hand.  My  staff  is  now  fixed  at  five  men  and  two  horses, 
who  work  in  two  shifts. 

This  work  has  been  made  very  difficult  owing  to  the  lack  of  proper  tips 
and  owing  to  refuse  of  all  kinds  being  mixed  with  the  excreta  ; it  has  very 
little  manurial  value  and  cannot  be  tipped  straight  on  to  cultivated  land. 
This  difiiculty  can  be  overcome  by  abolishing  the  pit  closets  and  getting  a 
pan  or  earth  closet.  Although  this  is  not  ideal  sanitation  it  is  certainly 
superior  to  the  midden  system  and  ensures  frequent  removals.  It  is  regrettable 
to  have  to  say  that  some  of  the  largest  middens  have  to  be  emptied  through 
a dwelling-house.  This  state  of  affairs  needs  serious  attention. 


Slatighier-houses. 

Slaughtering  is  now  commencing  in  most  of  the  12  slaughter-houses 
in  the  District,  although  the  majority  is  still  carried  on  in  two  of  them.  They 
are  all  kept  in  a clean  and  tidy  condition. 

One  slaughter-house  is  in  the  course  of  erection,  and  on  completion  it  is 
to  be  used  for  slaughtering  of  horses,  &c. 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

Of  the  40  Cowsheds  on  the  Register,  4 have  been  called  upon  to  limewash 
The  .shed  at  Kersoe  is  still  a source  of  trouble  and  needs  constant  attention. 

Many  of  the  sheds  are  in  a poor  state  of  repair,  but  will  no  doubt  be 
attended  to  in  the  near  future. 


Factories  and  Workshops. 

The  Workshops  in  the  District  have  been  inspected  and  numerous  visits 
have  been  made  to  the  pulping  factories,  which  require  constant  attention. 
This  latter  work  is  difficult  as  numerous  small  pulping  stations  have  been 
established  of  which  no  intimation  has  been  received,  and  are  only  found  in 
course  of  other  work.  Several  of  these  stations  used  water-supplies  of  doubtful 
character,  which  will  have  to  have  serious  attention  during  the  next  season. 


Hop-Pickers. 

The  sheds  were  inspected  at  Wick  and  Fladbury  and  the  same  were 
limewashed  before  occupation. 
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The  pail  closets  at  Wick  lacked  proper  attention  and  the  hole  used  was 
much  too  near  the  sheds  and  not  attended  to  properly.  At  Idadbury  the 
midden  closets  should  be  more  frecpiently  emptied. 


Steam  Disinfector. 

A “ Thresh  ” steam  disinfector  is  now  being  installed  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  The  purchase  money  was  £100,  and  the  cost  of  erecting  a building 
in  which  to  put  it  and  fitting  in  this  apparatus  was  another  £100. 

In  conclusion,  I desire  to  convey  my  best  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Council  for  the  confidence  reposed  in  me. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  J.  JACQUHS, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  Inspector 
under  the  above-mentioned  Orders. 
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PERvSHORP,  RURAR  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


INSPECTOR’S  report  OF  Till- 
THE  YliAR  I<:NUIN('t 


SANITARY  WORK  C0MPLP:TED 
31  ST  I) PX EMBER.  1919. 


IN 


Infectious  Disease. 

No.  of  houses  disinfected  after  notifiable  disease 
Lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  &c.,  disinfected  or 
destroyed  — — 

Compensation  paid  for  destruction  - - 

Cases  of  illegal  exposure  reported  (P.H.  Act  1875, 
Sec.  20)  ______ 

149 

Houses  (Housing, 

No.  of  houses  erected  ______ 

3 

Town  Planning, 

No.  of  houses  inspected  - _ _ _ _ 

121 

&c.  Act,  1909). 

No.  represented  as  unlit  for  habitation  - - 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  made  by  the  Local  Aiithor- 

2 

ity  _______ 

— 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  that  became  operative  - 
No.  of  houses  with  defects  remedied  without 

— 

Closing  Orders  _ _ _ _ _ 

No.  of  houses  with  defects  remedied  after  Clos- 

— 

ing  Orders 

— 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  determined  _ _ _ 

— 

No.  of  hou.ses  demolished  — - _ _ 

— 

No.  of  Orders  to  execute  works  under  Section  15 
No.  of  Orders  to  execute  work  under  Section  15 

— 

complied  with  _ _ _ _ _ 

_ 

No.  of  yards  paved  or  repaved  _ _ _ 

— 

No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated  — — 

4 

Moveable  Dwell- 

No.  observed  ______ 

30 

ings.  Caravans, 
&c. 

No.  dealt  with,  as  insanitary  _ _ 

House-drains. 

No.  laid  or  relaid  ______ 

4 

No.  trapped,  ventilated  and  repaired  - - 

— 

No.  of  obstructed  drains  dealt  with  - - 

6 

No.  of  house-drains  tested  _ _ _ _ 

No.  of  insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals 

4 

rectified-  ______ 

— 

No.  of  urinals  on  licensed  premises  inspected  - 

— 

No.  of  dumb  wells  rectified  _ _ _ _ 

— 

Water  Closets. 

No.  of  additional  W.C.’s  provided  _ - _ 

No.  repaired,  ventilated  and  supplied  with  water 

— 

Privies  and 

No.  of  additional  privies  and  ashpits  provided  - 
No.  of  pail  closets  & privies  converted  to  W.C.’s 

— 

Ashpits. 

— 

No.  converted  to  pail-closets  _ _ — _ 

9 

No.  repaired  ______ 

4 

Scavenging. 

No.  of  houses  from  which  refuse  was  removed  - 

333 

No.  of  privies  and  ashpits  cleansed  _ _ _ 

283 

No.  of  portable  receptacles  cleansed  - - 

50 

No.  of  loads  of  ashes  and  excrement  removed  - 

1,007 

How  often  is  house  refuse  removed  - — 

Fortnightly 

Smoke  Nuisances. 

No.  under  observation  _ _ _ _ - 

— 

No.  abated 

— 

72 


Offensive  Trades 
(Sec.  112  P.H.A. 
1875/  Sec.  51 
P.H.A. A.A. 
1907). 

No.  under  observation  - - - - - 

No.  improperly  conducted  _ _ _ _ 

No.  newly  established,  with  consent  of  Council- 

1 

Water  Supply. 

No.  of  wells  sunk  _ _ _ _ _ 

3 

No.  of  wells  cleansed  and  repaired  - - - 

— 

No.  of  wells  closed  as  polluted  _ _ _ 

3 

No.  of  disused  wells  abolished  _ _ _ 

No.  of  houses  supplied  from  waterworks  during 

— 

year  _______ 

1 

No.  of  samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis  - 

No.  of  houses  with  contaminated  or  deficient 

10 

water-supplies  dealt  with-  _ _ _ 

No.  of  houses  erected  or  rebuilt,  for  which  water 

3 

certificates  were  given  _ _ _ _ 

2 

vSlaughter  Houses. 

No.  registered  ______ 

9 

No.  licensed-  ______ 

4 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired  _ _ _ _ 

— 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  - - 

Cases  of  slaughtering  on  unlicensed  premises 

Often 

reported  ______ 

— 

Are  Byelaws  in  force  thoroughly  carried  out  - 

Yes 

Factories  and 

No.  under  inspection  _ _ _ _ _ 

43 

Workshops. 

No.  certified  for  limewashing  by  Inspector  - 

No.  of  insanitary  conditions  dealt  with  as  nuis- 

ances  _______ 

No.  employing  “ young  persons,”  &c.,  reported 

to  Medical  Officer  of  Health  _ _ _ 

— 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  - - 

Twice 

Y early 

No.  of  outworkers’  premises  inspected  - - 

45 

Shop  Hours’  Act. 

No.  of  shops  under  supervision  - - - 

— 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Act  dealt  with  - - 

— 

Purveyors  of  Milk. 

No.  of  - 

23 

Dairies. 

No.  registered  ______ 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts,  Orders  and  Bye- 

25 

laws  dealt  with  _ _ _ _ _ 

5 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  - - 

Twice 

Yearly 

No.  of  infected  milk  supplies  dealt  with  - - 

Approximate  No.  of  milking  cows  in  District  - 

500 

Cowsheds. 

No.  registered  ______ 

40 

No.  of  infected  milk  supplies  reported  - - 

— 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  - - 

Twice 

Y early 

Canal  Boats. 

No.  of  boats  on  register  _ _ _ _ 

No.  of  boats  registered  during  year  - - 

— 

No.  of  certificates  renewed  _ _ _ _ 

No.  of  boats  inspected  (for  registration  or  other- 

wise)  _______ 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts  and  Regulations 

dealt  with  ______ 

— 
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Lodging  Houses. 

No.  on  Register  — — _ _ 

No.  regularly  inspected  - - _ _ 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired  - - _ ^ 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected—  — 

! 

) ” 

Pood. 

No.  of  seizures  as  unfit  for  consumption  - 
Amount  destroyed  as  unfit  for  consumption  - 
Amount  voluntarily  surrendered  as  unfit  foi 
consumption  - _ _ _ 

2 

- 2,389  lbs. 

2,389  lbs. 

Food  and  Drugs' 
Act. 

No.  of  samples  taken  for  analysis  - - I 

No.  of  samples  certified  genuine 

No.  of  samples  certified  adulterated 

— — 

Animals  kept  so  as 
to  be  a Nuisance 

No.  of  cases  of  removal  on  notice  - - _ 

Accumulation  of 
Offensive  Refuse 

No.  of  removals  - - _ _ _ 

2 

Legal 

Proceedings. 

No.  of  convictions  obtained  with  regard  to  in- 
sanitary conditions  - - _ _ 

No.  of  convictions  obtained  with  regard  to  un- 
sound food 

— 

Clerical  Work. 

] 

■ 

1 

— 

Mo.  of  preliminary  notices  served  - - _ 

Mo.  of  Statutory  notices  served  — — _ 

Mo.  of  Statutory  notices  complied  with  — — 

Mo.  of  Statutory  notices  outstanding  - _ 

250 

10 

9 

1 

(Signed)  JOHN  J.  JACQUES, 

Date  5th  February  1920.  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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